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4c: 
Religious accounts of the beginning of the universe

 

Unit Overview

Background information / Abstract

This unit contains information on how different groups of Christian interpret the creation story in Genesis today.  The unit can be used for extension lessons looking deeper into the debate that occurs for Christians about how the world began.  There is a range of web, paper, game and visual activities to stimulate interest and develop students’ skills in analysis and evaluation. 

Teacher support materials

Background information

Among the resources for Lesson 1 in 4b there are some support notes for teachers which you might find helpful for this extension unit too. 

You can access these via the link on the CD-ROM for unit 4c  or 4b

Key Quotations 

‘Science is concerned with the knowledge of the truth present in the mystery of the universe.’  (Pope John Paul ll)

Aims of the topic

At the end of the topic most students will be able to:

· recognise the different foci of science and religion in their accounts of the origin of the universe and its subsequent development.
· recall the creation story of Genesis and show awareness of different interpretations that exist within the Christian tradition for understanding it today 

· explain different types of writing, say history, poetry and scientific description

· think about ideas of origins, and develop their own thinking

Some will not have progressed as far but will be be able to:

· tell parts of a creation story from Genesis Chapters 1 & 2,
· recall two different views on the meaning of Genesis 1 and 2
· name two different kinds (genres) of writing
· express their view of how the world began, and a simple view on what others believe.
Others will have progressed further and will be able to

· understand differences between scientific accounts of origins and religious ideas about a designer-creator and  about the meaning and purpose of the universe 
· recall the creation story of Genesis, and show awareness of different interpretations that exist today within the Christian tradition

· recall confidently the stories of beginnings in Judaeo-Christian religion
· explain four different genres of writing and be able to analyse their effect on the way stories are understood
· recognise three different interpretations of Genesis 1-2
· developed their own thinking about origins and be open to weighing-up the views of others
Key Concepts/Questions

· Creation; the origin of the universe i.e. cosmogony; cosmology

· Mechanisms in science

· Design; Designer; Creator; Meaning and Purpose 

· Are religion and science in conflict with each other?

Learning Objectives / Outcomes

· to be able to recognise the different foci of science and religion in accounts of the origin of the universe and its subsequent development.
· to be able to recall the creation story of Genesis, and show awareness of different interpretations that exist today within the Christian tradition

· to be able to explain three different types of writing (used in science and/or religion) e.g. history, proverb and scientific description

· to be able to think about ideas of origins, and develop their own thinking

Resources

Books

· Poole, Mike, A Guide to Science and Belief (2nd Ed) 
(Lion, 1997) (3rd Edition in progress)

· Poole, Mike, Hookway, Sue and Brown, Adrian, 
God Talk, Science Talk - A Teacher’s Guide to Science & Religion (Lion, 1997)
· Lucas, E. Can we believe Genesis today? 
Leicester: (Inter-Varsity Press, 2001)

Video / DVD

· The question is? Templeton – can be ordered from RE Today www.retoday.org.uk 
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