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Lesson 2 of 2: Extension Unit: Student Resource Sheet 2

Different interpretations of Genesis 1 and 2
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1. Young Earth Creationists: 

Young Earth Creationists believe…

· in six consecutive 24 hour days of Creation
· that the fossil record is not always so clear cut as evolutionists believe and that there is no evidence for different species evolving into other species
· that there are flaws in evolutionary arguments: they do not state how matter ever began.

2. Concordists: 

Concordists believe…

· that when the creation account is rightly understood, there should be no conflict between good science and religion, as they are asking different questions.  Although it is an oversimplification because of ambiguity in the word ‘why’, it is sometimes said science asks how?  Religion asks why?  
· That Religion and Science are like a finger and thumb that are necessary to grasp things.  You need both.

· The Creation accounts and the discoveries of science can harmonise – the 6 days of creation can be understood as a literary device, a literary genre, rather than a literal scientific account.  
3. The ‘watertight compartment’ view:

Those who adopt this view believe…

· that science and religion are so entirely different in what they are about that they should be kept completely separate - they have nothing to say to or about each other. 
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