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4c: 
Religious accounts of the beginning of the universe

 

Lesson 2 of 2: Literal or Literary?

Aim of the lesson 

· to enable pupils to recognise the different foci of science and religion in accounts of the origin of the universe and its subsequent development
· to enable pupils to recall the creation story of Genesis, and show awareness of different interpretations that exist today within the Christian tradition

· to enable pupils to identify and explain three different types of writing, used in science and/or religion e.g. history, proverb and scientific description

· to enable pupils to develop their own thinking about the origin of the universe 
Differentiation / Extension

Differentiation in this lesson will occur through outcome.  There are creative extension opportunities for students to write their own response to the Genesis story through a piece of poetry or prose – taking material from the different stories they have encountered in this topic area.

Assessment

The homework activity gives an opportunity for a formal piece of assessment from this unit of work.

Duration

1 hour lesson

Timings

Starter 10 mins; Main activities 40 min; Plenary 10 mins

Intended Age
13-16 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It is important that, before starting to teach this unit, the teacher has read through the accompanying background notes, especially if neither science nor religion are specialist subject areas.

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful, but not essential, if pupils had previously covered 4b, and maybe Topic 1. 

Resources

Lesson 2: 
Student resource sheet 1: How do Christians interpret Genesis I and 2?
Lesson 2: 
Student worksheet 1
Lesson 2: 
Student resource 2: Different interpretations of Genesis 1 & 2
Introduction / Starter activity

Get feedback from the class about what they have learnt from their homework activity, and link this into the aims for today’s lesson. (10 mins)

Main Activities

Brainstorm with the students on all the different types of literature they can think of - e.g. poetry, history, story, biography, science, allegory or parable, myth, fantasy.  Ask the class to consider how our approach to any piece of  literature depends on the genre in which it is written. Use examples from everyday life eg love letter, note to the milkman, news bulletin, to show that we use skills of identification and interpretation (often unconsciously) when we approach any piece of writing at all (5 mins)

Look at the Genesis 1 and 2 creation story. What sort of writing is this?  Ask the pupils what they think?  

Using Lesson 2 extension unit: Student resource sheet 1: How do Christians interpret Genesis I and 2? Read it through with the class to help understand different Christian approaches to this answer. (10 mins)

Lesson 2 extension unit: Student worksheet 1 Ask students to answer question 1-8 from this worksheet. (15 mins)

Then go on to explain and use Lesson 2 extension unit: Student resource 2: Different interpretations of Genesis 1 & 2, as the basis for the students to make some notes from which they will plan their answer to an essay question. (10 mins)

Plenary

Set homework essay: Are science and religion in conflict when it comes to how we got here?  Give reasons for your answer. Show that you have thought about other points of view.  

Help students decide on key points to include in their answer, ensuring that they use any information they gathered from their last homework. (10 mins)
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