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4c: 
Religious accounts of the beginning of the universe

 

Lesson 1 of 2: Extension Unit: Student Worksheet 2
Card Game

Extension materials for talented and gifted students 

Procedure:

1 Enlarge the cards.  Distribute sets of cards to the students concerned.
2 Explain that the cards represent a range of viewpoints about the ways in which science and religion contribute to our understanding of the origins of the universe.  Pick out two or three cards and explain the quotations more clearly, or place students in a small group for them to work out for themselves what the authors meant.
3 Draw this shape on the board:

Most true

Second in importance

Third in importance

Fourth

Least important or true

4 Students read the cards and discuss them in pairs or small groups. Then they gradually place them in order of merit, the statements with which they most agree, or feel to be true or important forming the top and second rows, the others being placed lower down to form the rest of the lozenge shape (as in the diagram above)
5 This process of sorting demands evaluative thinking about the statements and the issues involved. Teachers will need to circulate, helping students to clarify their ideas.  Even if the sorting proves difficult, the thinking and discussing involved should be a valuable exercise.
6 If a whole class activity, groups report to others on their ranking and the reasoning involved. Then discussion and questions will ensue.
7 If used as an extension activity, pupils might like to write a reflective piece: 'What did I learn from this activity?'
Quotations sheet

1 
'Scientists are no more irreligious than other people but the nature of their work concentrates on questions of mechanisms, and this very concentration tends to put out of focus questions of meaning'
Professor Douglas Spanner

2 
'Sometimes people ask if religion and science are not opposed to one another. They are: in the sense that the thumb and finger of my hand are opposed to one another. It is an opposition by means of which anything can be grasped'

Professor Sir William Bragg

3
'…reading into the text can create imaginary enemies. It is rather like the shadow-boxer who creates imaginary opponents and then feels obliged to attack them.  In the arguments between Science and Religion the real focus is often on how the Bible is to be understood. Many apparent conflicts disappear when the Bible is understood on its own terms rather than from a twentieth century outlook'

Michael Poole

4
'Chance with natural selection, chance smeared out into innumerable tiny steps over aeons of time, is powerful enough to manufacture miracles like dinosaurs and ourselves'.

Professor Richard Dawkins

5
'Man at last knows that he is alone in the unfeeling immensity of the Universe, out of which he emerged only by chance. Neither his destiny nor his duty have been written down'

Jacques Monod, Biologist, Nobel Prize Winner

6
'There is a grandeur in this view of life, with its separate powers having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few forms or into one; and that, while this planet has gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been and are being evolved' 

Charles Darwin - The Origin of Species

7
'Darwin removed the idea of God as the Creator and gave a theory to enlightened and progressive thinkers'
Francis Hitching - Broadcaster

8
'At last we are starting to see evolutionists admit the real nature of their philosophy. It doesn't matter what the evidence shows, they will believe evolution as fact regardless.  It is not argument about facts, but a conflict of world-views- one centred in man: the other centred on the absolute and authoritative Creator God'

Ken Ham - Writer Creation Ex Nihilo 4(4) 34-36 Oct 1982.
9
'The most persistent misapprehension about God and creation, however, is that knowledge of causal mechanism automatically excludes any possibility that God is acting in a particular situation'
Professor Sam Berry
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