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4c: 
Religious accounts of the beginning of the universe

 

Lesson 1 of 2: Resource Sheet 1

The Mice and the Piano

[image: image2..pict]A family of mice lived in a piano. They had all they needed there. There was shelter and cosy warmth from draughts inside the piano. Food appeared from time to time on the floor beneath the mice’s home just when they needed it. Family life was secure. Mother mouse told her children that there was a wonderful world outside their home. The children believed it and tried to picture what such a place might be like. 

Every two or three days their home was filled with magical music. It seemed to be all around. Mother said that this was proof that there was an unseen world. The children wondered about this. The months went by, and the mice grew up, came of age, and began to explore their world and think for themselves. 

One mouse crawled up inside the piano to the hammers, levers and metal strings. He told the family that he had a theory about the music. It wasn't magical, but there were mechanisms knocking the strings which made the music.  The family discussed this. Mother still believed in the unseen world.  Father said that perhaps the unseen world set the hammers in motion.  The inquisitive mouse was sceptical, preferring his theory.

The youngest mouse was determined to find the answer.  He crawled out of his home on to the floor and, with beating heart, squeezed out from under the piano. There was an amazing sight.  There was indeed an unseen world of marvellous colour, beautiful light and amazing beings of enormous height. From outside his restricted world he saw a little girl sit down at the piano and stroke white and black keys. The music began to fill the room.

The little mouse crawled back to his small world and told his story to the doubting family.  There was indeed another world.  There was a creator of the music even though the machine made the sounds. It was not until the family plucked up courage to look outside their small world themselves that they believed the little mouse.

Activities:

1 Why did the mice think that the music was magical?
2 When the inquisitive mouse explained the music, did he discover the whole story?
3 What do you think is the meaning of this symbolic story or analogy? 
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