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Lesson 3: Student Resource Sheet 2

Does Islam encourage science?

Summary points

From a survey of some key passages of the Qur’an and from a basic understanding of Islamic history, some conclusions can be drawn. It is important to remember when it comes to the interpretation of religious texts, however, that believers often differ in their understanding of this word or that passage. Sensitivity to the differing views of others is especially important here. 
A] 
The goal of Islam is to discover the ‘wholeness’ of the creation. The Qur’an again and again asks the believer to look for the signs of this unity. There are many passages in the Qur’an which encourage knowledge of and reflection upon the natural world and its wonders.

B] 
Muslims see the ‘wholeness’ of creation as a product of the One God, Allah. To see the universe as a perfectly designed creation for our happiness and success is to achieve an understanding of what Allah is like. Central to Islamic belief is the oneness or unity (tawhid) of Allah (God), expressed in the basic statement of faith (The Shahadah): ‘There is no God but God and Muhammad is His Messenger’. 
C] 
During the Golden Age, Islam and ‘science’ were different parts of one way of seeing the universe. The Muslim world-view during this time could happily include ‘scientific’ ideas and methods. 

D] 
Part of being a Muslim is to strive for clear understanding. There has always been a strong tradition in Islam of allowing individuals to search for the meaning of the Qur’an for themselves. This suggests that an inquisitive and questioning mind is a good thing. 

E]
Because Muslims have always been required to turn to Mecca for prayer, mathematical and astronomical techniques were developed to determine the correct direction.
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