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Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 1

Some passages from the Qur’an

These passages from the Qur’an have been chosen because they give guidance on how humans should respond to the world around them, a world which Muslims believe was created by Allah (God): 

Use the box beneath each quotation to explain it in your own words:

(1) “Do you not see that Allah has made everything subservient to you, whatever is in the earth?” (22:65) 

(2) “Do not the disbelievers see that the heavens and the earth were of one piece, before We parted them? We made every living thing from water. Will they not then believe?” (21:30) 

(3) “It is He who made the sun to be a shining glory, and the moon to be a light of beauty, and measured out stages for her, that you might work out the number of years and the count of time.” (10:5)

(4) “And among His signs are the creations of the heavens and the earth.” (30:22) 

(5) “Allah raises those of you who believe, and those who have been given knowledge, in high degrees.” (58:11) 

Are the five quotations above linked by any common theme or message?

Write your ideas below.

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) gave a great deal of guidance to the Muslim community, some of which was remembered and recorded. Collections of these sayings of the Prophet are called Hadith. 

Here is one passage from the collection of Abu Dawud

‘Whoever walks in the path of Allah seeking knowledge, Allah will make him walk in the paths of paradise; and truly, the angels spread out their wings out of pleasure for the seeker after knowledge; and truly, those who are in the heavens and the earth and fish also in the middle of the water, all ask pardon for him; and truly, the excellence of a learned man over a mere worshipper is as the excellence of full moon over the stars.’ 

as quoted in Islam and Science
Muzaffar Iqbal (Ashgate 2002) 

What does this passage tell us about Muhammad’s (pbuh) attitude to learning about the world around him? 

Why do you think it is thought to be such a good thing for a Muslim to seek knowledge of the world? About what/whom is it thought they will ultimately be learning? 
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