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Lesson 1 of 3: Muslim attitudes to science
Aim of the lesson 

· to build up an understanding of how religion and science are seen from the perspective of Islam

· to try and interpret some passages of religious text 

· to reflect on their meanings

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers could divide the class according to ability for the group work.

Assessment

Students’ plenary bullet points will give teachers an opportunity to assess their learning.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings
Starter 
 
 10 minutes


Main activities  
 40 minutes


Plenary 

 10 minutes
Age Group:
13-16 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

(A) These resources are designed to enable students to reflect upon the relationship between the Islamic religion and science.  It is a very complicated relationship, one that has changed a great deal through the centuries.  To help students delve a little more deeply into the topic, we need to ask some basic questions to guide our thinking:

· What does the Muslim Holy Book say about ‘scientific’ attitudes?

· Did the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) leave any guidance?

· Why did science not develop after the great successes in the Golden Age?  

· Do Islam and science sit comfortably together?

(B) A basic knowledge and understanding of Islam is required for this theme.  Although the resources are designed to guide and support students, some preparatory work needs to have been done in these areas:

· The religious experience of Muhammad (pbuh)

· The nature of the Qur’an

· Islamic beliefs about God

· It might be helpful to read the Overview for Unit 1b[d] Islam and Science

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful if students were already familiar with some basic Muslim beliefs and practices 

Background Reading

None

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: 
A quotation from the Qur’an

Student Worksheet 1: 
Some passages from the Qur’an
Student Worksheet 2: 
Investigating some chemical reactions
Introduction / Starter activity

A review of key Islamic beliefs would be useful. 

Students will need to have a basic understanding of:-
· Allah as the Creator of the universe
· Muhammad (pbuh) as the Messenger of Allah
· The Qur’an as the revelation of Allah 
· The Five Pillars of Islam as the structure for Muslim life and belief
You might wish students to create their own mind map under the question ‘What do Muslim people believe?’ and then to share each other’s contributions in small groups. 

Main Activities

Ask students to read Student Resource Sheet 1: A quotation from the Qur’an.  Ask students to think about the tasks on the sheet below the quotation.  Do this as a class, discovering students’ initial responses to the question: ‘Does Islam encourage a ‘scientific’ approach to understanding the world?’  

Students should now work on Student Worksheet 1: Some passages from the Qur’an and in pairs try to think about the meaning of these passages for themselves.  The task at the end asks them to link the passages together, looking for a common theme.  Encourage them as they do so to remember the key question from above.  
If you are able to access a science lab, you might like to look at some of these experiments…..But first have a look at the website www.iqratrust.org [The IQRA Trust] on teaching about Islam, science and the environment. 

Give out Student Worksheet 2: Investigating some chemical reactions.  This worksheet asks students to set up some simple experiments in small groups.

When students have completed the experiments, discuss as a class what they have discovered.  Then ask them, in the light of the Qur’anic verses they have studied, whether or not they think a Muslim would have a problem with what they have done and what they have discovered.  Expect them to explain their answer. 

(Most Muslims have no problems with studying science for they see it as a way of understanding more about Allah: however, the results of scientific study - for example, evolutionary theory - do present most Muslims with grave difficulties.)

Note to teachers

“The pursuit of knowledge is not an end in itself; it is only a means of acquiring an understanding of God and solving the problems of the Muslim community.”  

(Zia Sardar The Touch of Midas Manchester University Press 1984: pps 22-23)

There are about six Muslim writers who seem to support the theory of evolution.  But the theory of evolution is without doubt the scientific theory most rejected by Muslims.  The idea that humans came into being without being created from soil or clay is often rejected. The ideas that Darwin puts forward are almost universally dismissed.  The underlying reason is that evolution assumes continuity between species, and Muslims believe that humans are a special creation. 

So it would be misleading to give the impression that ALL science is supported by the Muslim community: much of it is as long as it reveals Allah’s work and often it is thought of as an act of worship in itself, but there are significant exceptions.

Plenary

Ask student to write down six bullet points about what they have learnt during this lesson.  Then ask them to note down any questions about science and faith which they would like to ask a Muslim. 
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