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Introduction: Student Resource Sheet 7
Planet Elathic

[image: image1.png]


The spaceship crash-lands on Elathic. All the remaining crew survive.  There is very little damage. Jim believes he can repair the ship within a week.  Jim and the Guru stay on board to fix the battle shields and solar panels.  The others set out to explore the planet.  A barren rocky scene meets their eyes. The atmosphere registers 'poisonous gas alert' on their visors. The weak gravity allows them to make very fast progress, except for getting around the massive meteorite impact craters.

[image: image2..pict]After two hours of light hearted jumping and bouncing up a barren mountainside……suddenly they are surrounded by humanoid beings in space suits.  They are out-numbered and the situation looks ugly, so they follow the humanoids to a ruined cave complex built into the mountainside. At first they are treated roughly and thrown into a prison-like room. MD checks and finds that 'E', and the 'General' are OK except for wounded pride at being captured so easily. They discuss the situation and look for ways to escape the prison. 'E' is surprised to find she can still contact the 'ship' by radio, so calls for help.
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The General finds an old speaker on the wall. He switches it on, and to their amazement they hear old American 'pop' songs from 2005 interspersed with what 'E' recognises as Russian messages praising the new way of life in Siberia.  The old door bursts open, and in walk guards who beckon them along an old dusty corridor through an air-lock door into a large cave. Here they are signalled to remove their helmets. MD checks the atmosphere which is rich in oxygen.  An elderly uniformed man gabbles at them in Russian that 'E' is able to translate. The 'General' demands to know why they have been brought here. All they appear to get in reply is propaganda about life in a remote communist settlement in Siberia. Their "Elathic" leader boasts about a space probe in 2005 when their superior technology dented US arrogance. Apparently they were drawn into the orbit of Elathic in a similar way to the crew.
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The crew are made more welcome when the old Russians feel they pose less threat, but they are exposed to constant propaganda about how good communism is, and how corrupt and weak democracy will always be. They mocked voting systems, and the stupidity of voting systems which change governments every five years.  The General was invited to meet the 'Council'. He came back to tell the others about the stories he had heard of Elathic's Utopian civilisation over the other side of the mountain. There was a gigantic dome they said in which a new civilisation flourished with justice and peace, equality and prosperity for all.
The crew discussed this 'E' seeing all sorts of possibilities for life on Earth, but 'MD' more sceptical about the messianic zeal of the inhabitants of Elathic. If all this was true why were these people living in poverty, in ruined caves? Where was the evidence for all the advanced technology for processing helium, discovering the secrets of eternal life? It all seemed doubtful….a dream….that stretched credulity. The captain 'General' asked the guards several times when they could see the Dome. This was denied. 'Had the guards seen the Dome?', 'No they replied', but they believed they would soon. This vision of the future kept them optimistic about the uncomfortable conditions.

[image: image5..pict]The General quite liked the organisation and power set-up in the cave system, but he planned an escape to climb the mountain to peer over the other side to satisfy their curiosity. He climbed through what appeared to be a shaft and attempted to creep up the mountain side. Just as he was reaching the ridge, there were shouts, and he was arrested and roughly taken down to the prison.  After some days the crew was allowed back to their ship, where they sat and discussed the situation. The ship was repaired and ready to go.  

They discussed what they should do. 

· [image: image6..pict]Was it worth trying to look over the ridge and reach the Forbidden City? 

· What were the advantages and disadvantages of these people's way of life? 

· What ideas might they bring back to Earth? 

· Should they leave whenever they wished as the Elathic’s had agreed?
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