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4b: 
What do religions say about beginning of the universe

 

Lesson 2 of 2: Student Work Sheet 2 

Psalms about Creation

Extension work: for motivated and gifted and talented pupils

Read Psalms 8, 19 and 104.
Quick Quiz

1.
Where does the psalmist say that God's greatness is seen? (Psalm 8 v 1)

2.
Over what does he say that man was appointed to rule? (Psalm 8 v.6)
3.
What does the writer say reveals God's glory? (Psalm 19 v 1)
4.
Find 4 things that happen in the natural world (Psalm 104 v10-15)
5.
Who does the song writer wish to please? (Psalm 104 v 33-34)

Thinking Deeper

1. 
What question comes into the writer's mind when he looks up at the day and night skies?  (Psalm 8 v. 3)

2.
Explain what the writer believes about the 'place of human beings in Creation’ (Psalm 8 v. 5-8)
3.
Find 2 similes and 1 metaphor in Psalm 19.
4.
How does the writer of Psalm 104 show he believes God is working in the mechanisms of the natural world? (Clues: vs. 10-15; 27-30)
5.
What affect does the beauty and glory of the creation have on the writer(s) of these three psalms?

Things To Do

1.
Make a chart of how far you agree with the Psalmist:

	I agree with. .....

	I disagree with. ...........


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. 
If you have time and your teacher agrees you might think about writing and then videoing your own psalm.

Psalm 8 - God's Glory and Man's Dignity'

O lord, our Lord, your greatness is seen in all the world! Your praise reaches up to the heavens; it is sung by children and babies. You are safe and secure from all your enemies; you stop anyone who opposes you. 3 When I look at the sky, which you have made, at the moon and the stars, which you set in their places — what is man that you think of him; mere man that you care for him? 5 Yet you made him inferior only to yourself; "you crowned him with glory and honour.  You appointed him ruler over everything you made; you placed him over all creation: r the sheep and cattle, and the wild animals too; 8 the birds and the fish and the creatures in the seas. 9 O lord, our Lord, your greatness is seen in all the world!  

Psalm 19 - God's Glory in Creation

How clearly the sky reveals God's glory!  How plainly it shows what he has done! 2 Each day announces it to the following day; each night repeats it to the next. 3 No speech or words are used, no sound is heard; 4yet their message goes out to all the world and is heard to the ends of the earth. God made a home in the sky for the sun; 5 it comes out in the morning like a happy bridegroom, like an athlete eager to run a race. 6 It starts at one end of the sky and goes across to the other. Nothing can hide from its heat.

Psalm 104 - In Praise of the Creator

Praise the lord, my soul! O lord, my God, how great you are! You are clothed with majesty and glory; 2 you cover yourself with light. You have spread out the heavens like a tent, 3 and built your home on the waters above.  You use the clouds as your chariot and ride on the wings of the wind.  You use the winds as your messengers and flashes of lightning as your servants. 5 You have set the earth firmly on its foundations, and it will never be moved. 6 You placed the ocean over it like a robe, and the water covered the mountains. 7 When you rebuked the waters, they fled; they rushed away when they heard your shout of command. 8 They flowed over the mountains and into the valleys, to the place you had made for them. 9 You set a boundary they can never pass, to keep them from covering the earth again. 10 You make springs flow in the valleys, and rivers run between the hills. "They provide water for the wild animals; there the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 In the trees near by, the birds make their nests and sing. 13 From the sky you send rain on the hills, and the earth is filled with your blessings. "You make grass grow for the cattle and plants for man to use, so that he can grow his crops, 15 and produce wine to make him happy, olive-oil to make him cheerful, and bread to give him strength. 18 The cedars of Lebanon get plenty of rain — the lord's own trees, which he planted. 17 There the birds build their nests; the storks nest in the fir-trees. 18 The wild goats live in the high mountains, and the rock-badgers hide in the cliffs. 19 You created the moon to mark the months; the sun knows the time to set. 20 You made the night, and in the darkness all the wild animals come out. 21 The young lions roar while they hunt, looking for the food that God provides. 22 When the sun rises, they go back and lie down in their dens. 23 Then people go out to do their work and keep working until evening. 24 lord, you have made so many things! How wisely you made them all! The earth is filled with your creatures. 25 There is the ocean, large and wide, where countless creatures live, large and small alike. 26 The ships sail on it, and in it plays Leviathan, that sea-monster which you made. 27 All of them depend on you to give them food when they need it. 28 You give it to them, and they eat it; you provide food, and they are satisfied. 29 When you turn away, they are afraid; when you take away your breath, they die and go back to the dust from which they came. 30 But when you give them breath, they are created; you give new life to the earth. 31 May the glory of the lord last for ever!  May the lord be happy with what he has made! 32 He looks at the earth, and it trembles; he touches the mountains, and they pour out smoke. 331 will sing to the lord all my life; as long as I live I will sing praises to my God. 34 May he be pleased with my song.

Finally:
· -what have you learnt from today’s lesson?
· -what have you enjoyed the most, and why?
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