[image: image1.png]


4b: 
What do religions say about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 1 of 2: Resource Sheet 2

Student Worksheet 2 – Creation Stories

Your teacher will give you three accounts of how the world was created.  As a group you need to work through this sheet, answering the questions that go with the stories you have been given.  Make sure that you complete two of the accounts this lesson. 

Christian and Jewish Creation account:  discuss these questions, writing up your answers and thoughts: 

A. 
What was in the beginning before God created anything? (para 1)

B. How are humans different from the rest of the creation in this account? (para 7)

C. What are your initial responses to this account?  Can you explain them? 

D. Do you think the world was created in six consecutive 24 hour days? Give reasons for your views

E. How might this story make a difference to how Christians or Jews think about their purpose or role on the earth?

F. How might a Christian or Jew respond to the Humanist view that "blind forces of physics, and natural selection are the explanation for the existence and apparently purposeful forms of life" ?




Muslim creation account:  discuss these questions, writing up your answers and thoughts:

1 How does the writer show he believes that God is all-powerful?(paragraph 1)
2 Describe how man and woman were created. (para. 2)
3 Who was Iblis, and what did he do wrong? (para. 2-3)
4 For what was the earth created, according to this account? (para. 4)
5 How does the writer show that he believes the earth was created with purpose? (see para.4; 3; 2; 1) Find three examples 

6 From your reading and discussion decide:

a) How the beliefs suggested in this account might make a difference to Muslim lives.

b) How a Muslim might respond to the Humanist view that "blind forces of physics, and natural selection are the explanation for the existence and apparently purposeful forms of life".

Hindu creation account:  discuss these questions, writing up your answers and thoughts:

a) What creature existed before time began?       C _ _ _ _
b) Who lay asleep within its endless coils?        
                                                              L _ _ _   V _ _ _ _ _

c) What was the 'Aum' ?       a h _ _ _ _ _ _  S _ _ _ _
d) Who sat in the middle of the lotus flower?     B _ _ _ _ _
e) What did the three parts of the lotus flower become? 
  H _ _ _ _ _ _,   E _ _ _ _   S _ _ _ _

f) Name five things that Brahma made.
g) How might Hindu beliefs in this account make a difference to their lives?
h) Suggest three ways this story is similar to the Jewish/Christian or Muslim creation account
i) Suggest two ways in which the Hindu account is different
j) How might a Hindu respond to the Humanist view that "blind forces of physics, and natural selection are the explanation for the existence and apparently purposeful forms of life"?
Activity For reflection and response 

Out of the two creation stories that you have looked at, which one do you like best and why? 

Where are you on this opinion line, so far in your thinking? Can you explain why?
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Note: Truth is not the same as facts. Something can be true without being a fact about something that happened. It can be a spiritual or idea truth as well as a fact.

A religious creation story is not true





Unsure at the moment what we can know for sure is true or not





A religious creation story contains truth
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