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4b:
What do religions say about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 1 of 2: Resource Sheet 3

A Muslim Account of Creation

Read the story.

'How did everything come to be? I will tell you as I have heard it.  "In the time before time, God was. And when God wants to create something, all he needs to say is 'Be', and it becomes. So it was that God created the world and the heavens. He made all the creatures which walk, swim, crawl and fly on the face of the earth. He made the angels, and the sun, moon and stars to dwell in the universe.

[image: image2..pict]And consider, as the Qur'an says, how God poured the rain in torrents, and broke up the soil to bring forth the corn, the grapes and other vegetation, the olive and the palm, the fruit trees and the grass.

Then it was that God ordered the angels to go to the earth, and to bring seven handfuls of soil, all of different colours, from which he could model a man. God took the seven kinds of earth, and moulded them into a model of a man. He breathed life and power into it, and it immediately sprang to life. And this first man was called Adam.
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God took Adam to live in Paradise. In Paradise, God created Eve, the first woman, from out of Adam's side. God taught Adam the names of all the creatures, and then commanded the angels to bow down before Adam. But Iblis, one amongst the angels, refused to do this, and thus began to disobey God's will.

God placed the couple in a beautiful garden in Paradise, telling them that they could eat whatever they wanted, except the fruit of one forbidden tree. But the evil one tempted them to disobey God, and eat the fruit. When God knew that Adam and Eve had disobeyed him, he cast them out of Paradise, and sent them to earth. 

But God is merciful.  The earth was created to give food, drink and shelter to the human race. The sun, moon and stars give light. It is a good world, where everything has been created to serve people. And people, the Qur'an teaches, should serve God and obey his will. Those who submit to the will of God will be saved, and taken to live for ever in Paradise.
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