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4b: 
What do religions say about the beginning of the universe?

 

Lesson 1 of 2: God’s creation

Aim of the lesson 

Students should be able to:

· demonstrate an understanding of the concept of creation in two religions

· recognise the different foci of science and religion in their accounts of the origin of the universe and its subsequent development

· recall the creation stories of Genesis and one other religion, and show awareness of different interpretations
· explain different types of writing, say history, proverb and scientific description
· think about ideas of origins, and develop their own thinking

· give evidence of appreciating some aspect of the beauty of the natural world

Differentiation / Extension

Teachers may wish to adapt the power point presentation according to their class and the ability range within it.  The lesson itself asks for teachers to structure group work so that students of similar ability work together using either task sheet 1 for lower and middle ability students, or task sheet 2 for the more able. 

Assessment

There are opportunities for assessments through students’ written answers on task sheets

Duration


1 hour lesson

Timings


Starter 10 mins; Main activities 45 mins; Plenary 5 mins

Intended Age

11-16 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful for teachers to have read the unit overview and additional teacher support notes.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None

Resources

Power point presentation 1: Where did all this come from?
Student resource sheet 1: An account from Genesis 1 & 2
Student resource sheet 2: A Hindu account of creation
Student resource sheet 3: A Muslim account of creation
Student worksheet 1: Creation stories 1
Student worksheet 2: Creation Stories 2
Introduction / Starter activity

Use the Power point presentation 1: Where did all this come from? to start this unit, asking pupils to consider their responses to the pictures and how they might answer the questions that are raised in the presentation itself.  At the end of the presentation discuss these with the pupils (10 mins)

Main Activities

The resource sheets offer 3 different creation stories:-

Student resource sheet 1: from Genesis Chapters 1 and 2 (Christian and Jewish),  Student resource sheet 2: a Hindu creation story

Student resource sheet 3: a Muslim creation story 

Place pupils into working groups of a similar ability, and give out the relevant task sheet Student worksheet 1: Creation stories (for lower and middle ability pupils) and Student worksheet 2: Creation Stories (task sheet 2 is for the more able).  

Ask each group to work through their materials, completing the appropriate worksheets.  This will probably take up the rest of lesson 1 and also some of lesson 2 (45 mins)

Homework can be set around the task sheets. There are a couple of extension worksheets which you might like to use with some students - Student worksheet 3: Exploring stories of creation, and  Student worksheet 4: Psalms about creation
Plenary

Bring the class back together and discuss their thoughts and findings so far
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