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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 2: Student Worksheet 3

How can we define a story?

There are two paragraphs of description below. One describes a religious story, the other a scientific story. Decide which is which and then answer the questions which follow: 
A. One of the biggest problems of these stories is the confusion that arises when they are taken as historical and factual when they need to be seen as symbolic and mythological. This is not to call into question their truth – it merely allows us to recognise the sort of truth that we are dealing with. Most Hindus do not believe that Ganesha, for instance, was a historical being literally formed from the head of an elephant and the body of a boy. Yet this deity speaks volumes to Hindus about the coming into being of creation and about the nature of God. Likewise, many Jews and Christians do not look to Genesis for a precise description of how God made the world. But they do find precious insights in this ancient story about all sorts of important things – such as the relationship between God and human beings and the relationship between human beings and the rest of the universe.
B. These stories are descriptive and based on experiments that can be repeated in the same conditions within the observable and predictable world. These stories require theoretical thought and it is not always clear where the distinction lies between theoretical entities and what are assumed to be the corresponding facts. 

Question
Once you have decided which one of the paragraphs above is describing a religious story and which a scientific story, ask yourself whether you agree with these descriptions.  Would you put anything differently? Do they miss anything out?   

Look back at the many stories you read in the previous lesson: does either Paragraph A or Paragraph B fit each one?  If yes, can you explain why?  If not, can you explain why?  Be prepared to explain your thoughts to the rest of the class.
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