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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 2: Student Worksheet 1

Language Games

Read the following statement and answer the questions below:-
Humans use language in a variety of ways.  In our everyday lives we can be very sloppy in our use of words and expressions.  We use words to express ideas and concepts of bygone days without really thinking about what they mean. 
If I say, “I almost jumped out of my skin” when someone startles me suddenly, I do not mean it to be taken literally! 

If I say “God bless you” when someone sneezes, I’m not actually saying that their soul needs blessing before it retires back into the body.

What is important then, is to see how words fit into various language games we play, and how confusion between various language games leads to confusion of meaning.  

After all, we don’t say ‘Fifteen love’ when some one scores a goal in a football match! In the same way, we need to be careful not to apply the rules of one language game to another – in this case, the rules of scientific language to religious language and vice versa. 

So the first thing we always need to do is to ask, “How is language being used in this particular instance?”

Questions for Discussion

1. What does the word ‘literal’ mean?

2. Can you think of any other phrases we use in everyday life that are not supposed to be taken literally?
3. Work though the exercises on Student Worksheets 2-4 and see if it is possible to establish rules that give us a better understanding of the use of language.
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