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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 2 of 2: 
How conflict has arisen between science and religion through confusion of language

Aim of the lesson 

· to apply critical thinking skills to areas that can be controversial for science and religion

· to understand with greater clarity the different ways in which science and religion use language and to see if this understanding diffuses the controversy

· to reflect on their learning within this unit of work

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiated materials are provided in this unit.  Student Worksheet 4b offers more able students more text to consider than the equivalent worksheet (4a) for less able students. 

Extension work

Show Power Point Presentation 1: a poem about creation. Ask students what they think the person who wrote the poem believes about creation.  Then ask students to read Extension Worksheet 1: A search for the unknown and to answer its questions.

Assessment

There are opportunities for teachers to assess student work throughout this lesson. The reflective writing at the end of the lesson provides an additional opportunity for formal assessment.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter: 10 mins, Main activities: 40 mins, Plenary: 10 mins
Age Group:

11-14 years 

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the overview for this unit.

Previous knowledge needed by students: None
Background Reading

Mark Haddon The curious incident of the dog in the night time
Resources

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 1: Language games

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 2: Words and their meanings

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 3: How can we define a story?

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 4a: Controversy in Science and Religion

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 4b: Controversy in Science and Religion

Lesson 2 Student Worksheet 5: Creating stories

PowerPoint Presentation 1: A poem about creation

Extension Worksheet 1: A search for the unknown

Video: Testament: Creation and the Flood 
Introduction / Starter activity

Lesson Preparation

An OHP of phrases we use to express a response like surprise, for instance, could be used to introduce the idea that language is by no means always to be used literally.

Mark Haddon’s book The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time highlights the problems encountered when someone has a very literal way of reading the world. 

Use Student Worksheet 1: Language games to start the lesson, completing the suggested tasks in small groups.

Main Activities

Distribute Student Worksheet 2: Words and their meanings and ask students to consider the definitions, complete the matching exercise and be ready to report back on their thinking about this and about the question at the bottom of the sheet.  Bring the class back together for this discussion. 

Then ask students to read and think through the questions on Student Worksheet 3: How can we define a story? considering the differences between the two paragraphs of description and relating them to the previous lesson.  Allow students to share their thoughts as a class and to debate the questions at the bottom of this worksheet. 

Show a video clip of a film which explores the biblical creation narrative (Testament: Creation and the Flood, for example) and then ask students to read Student Worksheet 4a (lower ability) or 4b (higher ability): Controversy in Science and Religion. Once they have discussed the questions in small groups, bring the class back together and allow one group to report back their thoughts, the other groups adding to what has been said.

Student Worksheet 5: Creating stories provides a way of exploring how one event can mean different things to different people who may therefore describe it using different types of story. 

As students feed back their thoughts to the rest of the class, teachers may like to contribute by referring back to Student Worksheet 4a/4b and commenting upon the fact that there are many scientists who are also men and women of faith and who are only too happy to hold the poetic insights of the opening chapters of the Bible alongside scientific accounts of the evolutionary processes of creation. Knowing what sort of story they are reading in the opening chapters of Genesis makes it perfectly possible for them to use these chapters to complement and enrich scientific stories.

Plenary

Bring the class together and discuss what this unit has helped them to discern about how language is used in science and religion.  You may wish them to write a reflective piece about what they feel they have learnt through studying it.
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