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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 3

Our conclusions

Consider the bullet points below. How do they relate to the stories previously divided into religious and scientific groups?
1 Some stories are full of factual material.  

2 Some stories are rich with meaning in the religious tradition from which they are drawn, members of this tradition often being profoundly affected (moved? challenged? inspired? stilled? comforted?) by them. 
3 Some stories can be checked and validated by various records, eye witness accounts and personal statements. 

4 Some stories use symbolic words and try to bring out theological truths.  

5 Some stories are not just historical in nature, but have components of symbolism, mythology and legend in them.

6 Some stories explain how things happen in the real world as we know and experience it. 

7 Some stories stress the repeatability of experiments in a controlled environment.

Read the paragraph below and explain to your partner/group in your own words what you think it means.

Stories are incredibly varied in nature and much more complex than we might at first imagine. They help us to see and understand our world and the part we play in it. They also help us to come to terms with our deepest emotions like love and grief. Stories can enable us to develop a distance from the reality that confronts us while also, at the same time, helping us to understand our experiences.  They show us that meaning itself is complex and multi-layered and that as we engage with it we can explore and play with it. We can also engage with the person who has created the story and thus enter into conversations that span the generations.

Conclusion

It is possible to be over-simplistic about such explanations and this might be the reason that why there has been so much controversy about religious stories and scientific stories in the past.
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