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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 1

The power of story

With a partner, or in small groups, discuss the following issues arising from the sheet about Terry Waite.

Questions arising:

1. If you were held hostage for any length of time, what stories could you tell yourself to pass the time until your release? (Clue: think of stories your parents or friends told you as a child, or those fond memories of stories teachers told you at school. Also consider stories you’ve read more recently. Anything else?)

2. Make a list of ten stories you could tell yourself. (Clue: ten stories might seem a lot of stories to hold in your head, so try five first.)

3. Have you leant anything from these stories? (Clue: think of the way story help us to use our imaginations and the way we sometimes model ourselves on characters in stories e.g. Gandalf, for instance?)

4. What words or phrases do you find in your stories that help the story work? (Clue: Once upon a time; In the beginning; ….and they all lived happily ever after; …and then….)

5. In no more than seven lines, outline your favourite story and describe it to your partner/group.
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