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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 


Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 3

Kisa Gotami discovers how to mourn
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One day Kisa Gotami came to the Buddha with her baby in her arms.  The baby was lifeless.  The baby was dead.  But Kisa Gotami could not accept this and asked the Buddha to heal the child. The Buddha said he would do as she asked if she could bring him some mustard seeds – but they would have to be from a house where no one had ever died.
Kisa Gotami went from house to house, asking for mustard seeds and everyone she met was only too happy to help. However, their faces fell when she went on to ask whether anyone had ever died in their house: everyone she asked had known death. 
Kisa Gotami returned to the Buddha with a new understanding. She saw her request in a new light: she now knew death to be an inevitable part of life which must be faced by everyone. 
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