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2e: 
How is language used in science and religion? 



Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 1

The Story of Terry Waite
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In 1987, an Englishman called Terry Waite was taken hostage in the Lebanon.  This country is in the Middle East, which has been the theatre for wars and conflict for many years. Terry Waite was in Beirut in order to try to negotiate the release of some other Englishmen who had themselves been captured and held hostage.

Terry Waite was held captive for four years.  He was held in solitary confinement, blindfolded and chained to a radiator for months on end. All he saw of his captors was their feet.

Terry Waite has talked a lot about his time in captivity and when questioned about how he managed to keep his sanity during this terrible time for him, he replies that it was the power of stories, which he told himself over and over again, that kept him alert and human. It was stories and their narratives that kept him sane.  If nothing else, this true life incident of just one man, demonstrates the incredible power that story has in our lives.
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