2d: Scientism and Materialism 
[image: image1.png]




Lesson 2: Teacher Resource Sheet

A kind of immortality?

Some questions to ask:

Would the probes be our representatives or our slaves?

Should intelligent machines with self consciousness like the probes be given rights?

Would the probes think of us as their ancestors? What if they evolved to become more intelligent than humans?

What if the probes developed their own ideas of right and wrong – ideas which were different from human ideas of right and wrong?

Might these new colonies of intelligent machines eventually develop along different lines and go to war with each other?

The probes would be programmed to be rational and logical. Might they also develop spiritual and religious awareness? Awe and wonder of the world around them, for instance? What if this clashed with their programming, or ‘mission’?

What right have we to change parts of the universe beyond our own needs? What about other entities and life-forms which the probes might encounter? How would they be treated?
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