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Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 2

Nothing but particles
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A new apprentice angel, who introduced himself as Peter, ushered me in to what seemed to be a great hall.

He obviously had a lot to learn. He told me that, as he had not believed in God in life, he had been given a role as angel usher in order to learn on the job. Peter had spent his lifetime studying the natural world – chemistry, biology and so on – and now he was finding it hard to leave it behind. He kept looking with amazement at his own body, which seemed to be composed solely of rays of light.

“Come through,” said Peter.

“Thank you,” I replied.

“Sorry to hear about your accident,” he continued.

“Thank you very much,” I said again. (My mother taught me that when you’re not sure of yourself, it’s best to be polite.)

“NOW, PETER,” suddenly said a different Voice, which seemed to come from all around (a voice which sounded kind but firm – you know, like someone who’s used to being in charge, a benevolent despot sort of voice). “PETER, HAVE YOU DONE YOUR RESEARCH?  YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR JOB IS – TO TELL ME ALL ABOUT THIS PERSON YOU HAVE JUST LET IN. I KNOW YOU HAVEN’T DONE THIS BEFORE, SO LET’S SEE HOW GOOD YOU ARE AT IT.”

Peter looked pleased. He’d done lots of research in life and felt on firm ground. “Oh yes,” he said. “This is what I have found out about her.”  He gave me an encouraging smile, so as not to appear rude by calling me ‘her’. (We were all being very well-mannered in this place.)

“Biologically, this person belongs to the class of mammals, of the species Homo Sapiens.  Her body is composed of organs, tissue, cells and protoplasm.  In government tests at the end of KS2 she achieved level 5, which was pleasing as she had previously been a borderline case.  She is made up of the major elements hydrogen 59%, oxygen 26%, carbon 11%, and nitrogen 2%. She also has trace elements of calcium, phosphorous, sulphur, iron, sodium, chlorine, potassium and magnesium.  These are made up of molecules, which are made up of atoms. The atoms are made up of particles, such as neutrons, protons and electrons. So really – she’s just a collection of sub-atomic particles.”  Peter paused. “Or, to put it another way – she’s made up of enough fat for ten bars of soap.”  (I did actually take exception to this – perhaps this wasn’t such a polite place after all!)

“NO, NO,” said the Voice. “I WANT TO KNOW WHAT THIS PERSON WAS LIKE, NOT WHAT SHE HAS BEEN MADE OF – I KNOW THAT ALREADY, DON’T I!”

“HOW DID SHE TREAT HER DOG? DID SHE HELP SOMEONE UP WHEN THEY FELL OVER? DID SHE USE BIO-DEGRADABLE WASHING UP LIQUID? DID SHE LIKE MUSIC OR ART? THAT SORT OF THING. I DON’T HAVE TIME TO WATCH EVERYONE ALL THE TIME, YOU KNOW. WELL, I SUPPOSE I DO, BUT ALL GOOD BOSSES DELEGATE.  GO ON, OFF YOU GO TO FIND OUT.”

So Peter swished off to what looked like a computer suite in a corner of the hall.  On it a monitor seemed to be playing a re-run of my entire life. He sat in front of it.

“TAKE YOUR TIME, PETER,” said the Voice. “YOU’VE GOT ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD.”  “PLEASE WAIT A WHILE,” continued the Voice pleasantly to me, “MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE.”  I waited. What choice did I have?

After a while, I noticed that my body, too, was turning to light.
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