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Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 1

Can science teach us everything there is to know?

SCIENTISM

The claims of scientism:

The only kind of knowledge we can have is scientific knowledge.

Science has no boundaries. It will eventually answer all our problems.

Anything which is not scientifically knowable, is not believable.

The only sensible and rational explanations are scientific ones.

And sometimes:

Only science can answer our moral questions.

Only science can tell us the meaning of life (if any such meaning exists).

Materialism

The claims of materialism:

Nothing exists except the material world.

The only entities and causes in the world are material objects.

Anything science cannot find out about, cannot exist.
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