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Lesson 2: What are Sikh attitudes to the environment?

Learning objectives of the lesson 

· To reflect upon the contributions made by Sikhs towards conservationism in the Punjab 

· To investigate the beliefs and principles underpinning Sikh attitudes towards the environment 

· To compare – and in some cases contrast – Sikh and Christian attitudes towards the environment 

Differentiate by: 

· Targeting questions

· Carefully choosing pairings 

· Directing more accessible resources to less able students

Extend able students by:

· Directing able students to more challenging resources 

· Encouraging able students to identify similarities and differences between Sikh and Christian attitudes towards the environment
Assessment

Informal: Monitor student understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and during pair research and reflection work.

Formal: Knowledge and understanding of Sikh perspectives on the environment can be assessed formally through work on Sikhism and the Environment: Key Beliefs and Concepts.

Peer: Student can peer-assess each other’s work during whole class plenary. 

Duration:
1 hour lesson or 2 x 1 hour lessons

Timings:
Starter 
 
15 minutes


Main activities  
35 minutes or 1 hour and 35 minutes


Plenary 

10 minutes
Age Group:
14 -16 years
Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be useful for the teacher to have read the notes in the unit overview 

Previous knowledge needed by students

Prior knowledge and understanding of key Sikh teachings about God and morality would be beneficial

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: ‘Sikhism and the Environment’

Student Worksheet 2: ‘Sikhism and the Environment: Key Beliefs and Concepts.’
Introduction / Starter activity

Outline the learning objectives of the lesson.

Begin by encouraging students to identify key Sikh beliefs and practices that they have already studied which may have some bearing on the environmentalism issue (for example, the ideas of God as ‘creator’ and of God evident ‘in creation’). 

Discuss ways in which these beliefs might influence Sikh attitudes and lifestyles with respect to the environment.

This can be done individually, in pairs, or as a teacher-led whole class activity.

Main Activities

1. Sikh conservationism
Distribute Student Worksheet 1: ‘Sikhism and the Environment. 

Allow time for students to read  alone or read together as a whole class activity.

Allow time for students to complete activities on the worksheet and then discuss the answers as a whole class activity.

Students have looked at ways in which Sikhs contribute towards the conservation of the Punjab. Explain that they are now going to learn more about the beliefs and principles underpinning this kind of environmental activity.

2. Sikh beliefs about the environment
Distribute Student Worksheet 2: ‘Sikhism and the Environment: Key Beliefs and Concepts.’

Allow plenty of time for students to read, research and complete the activities. A variety of sources should be made available to them, including text-books and if possible web-sites, such as:-

The Gateway to Sikhism at  www.allaboutsikhs.com

A collection of stories told by the Gurus. Look for the stories on the environment.

www.punjabilok.com
Information about environmental issues in the Punjab

This activity could be completed by students in pairs.

Plenary

Go through student answers as a whole class plenary

Review learning objectives of the lessons.
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