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Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 1

In the beginning…

‘How did the universe begin?’ is a question that science has grappled with for many years. Scientific investigation into this question is known as cosmology – the study of the origin and development of the universe. It has come up with explanations about the origins of the universe that are now widely accepted, such as the Big Bang theory.

The human need to understand how the world began is much older than science, though. For many thousands of years, the religions of the world have provided answers in the form of cosmogonic stories – stories that explain the origin of the universe. The biblical account of God’s creation of the world in six days is probably the most widely known example of a cosmogonic story.

Many people today think that scientific explanations of the origins of the universe make more sense than religious explanations. Some claim that there is more evidence for the idea that the world began with a Big Bang than for the view that God created it in six days.

For most religious people, however, the explanations provided by their religion still remain important. Some religious people choose to reject scientific theories altogether; others try to find ways of bringing their religious outlook and science closer together. Many Christians, for example, believe both that God created the world by using the Big Bang and that the Big Bang set in motion an evolutionary sequence of events.

How do you think the universe began? In the space below, explain what your thoughts are about this at the moment.
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