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Lesson 2 of 2: Student Resource Sheet 1

Useful things to know about how Jews approach their holy texts

a) 
Jews believe that every word of the Torah is “true.”  That does not mean “true” in the way we use that word.  For example, Creation says the world was created in six “days” but we don’t know that a “day” means twenty-four hours, but it means a unit of time.  They believe that the stories are told in the way they are for a reason – even if that reason is not always obvious now. 

b) 
Jewish tradition does believe that there can be many ways of understanding what a text means.  You are about to look at stories from the bible and discuss their meaning and message: you may come up with all sorts of different answers and ask why things seem to have been “left out” of the story or what certain words really mean.  This is exactly what Jewish teachers, scholars and students have always done, from ancient times up to nowadays.

c)  
When looking at puzzling stories in the bible, such as Creation, which don’t seem to make clear scientific sense, Jewish teachings offer lots of responses: here are some of these answers:


· We are meant to think out the answers for ourselves

· If we study Torah for long enough we will be able work everything out

· If we pray for understanding our faith will increase and then we will understand Torah

· God is unknowable  and the Creation story is SUPPOSED to be a mystery with no answers

· Creation story as told in Genesis Chapter 1 deliberately sets scientists a puzzle that will take the rest of time to  solve – that is good, because it makes scientists curious and makes them think

Science and Religion in Schools – Unit 1be: Judaism in Science

