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Investigating Science

Loving God and appreciating his glory is only one half of Judaism, here you can think a little bit more about the practical side of Judaism.
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The Vilna Gaon – a great Polish Rabbi of the eighteenth century said that without an understanding of science and mathematics no one could understand the Talmud and since the Talmud tells Jews how to carry out their everyday Jewish life...so Jews need to understand science.  He asked that Euclid’s geometry theory should be translated into Yiddish, the language that Jews in Poland spoke at that time, because he felt it was so important. In other words, most Jews believe that it is important to be engaged with the world, to make a contribution to it.  Many Jews have become doctors and research scientists. 

There is a Jewish tradition that to try to ease suffering and to make the world a better place is a Mitzvah.  A Mitzvah is a Hebrew word meaning both good deed and commandment at the same time!

Investigate one aspect of a practical application of Judaism – and how scientific knowledge has been used to help strictly observant Jews with Kashrut / Shabbat / observance.

[image: image2..pict]For example you could investigate Kashrut – how might food technology be used for modern observers of Kashrut? (e.g. analysis of chemicals contained in food and their origin – do they contain animal ingredients which might be forbidden to Jews?)

Would gelatin be permitted? 
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Or what about Shabbat?

One of the forbidden activities on Shabbat – the Jewish day of rest - is to make a fire.  

Do you think today Jews are allowed to use electricity on Shabbat?  Is electricity the same as a fire?
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