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Lesson 3: What about the world?
Aim of the lesson 

· to understand Muslim teaching on the environment 

· to be able to relate Muslim teachings on the environment to actions that a Muslim might take 

· to reflect on Islamic attitudes to science 

Differentiation / Extension

Student Worksheet 2: Order in the Universe is an extension sheet looking at Qur’anic teaching and offering opportunity for further enquiry about Muslim beliefs and the world.

Assessment

There is opportunity to assess student work as they answer questions on Student Worksheet 1: The Muslim Declaration on Nature from the Assisi Conference 1986, and through the final task of the lesson.

Duration 
2 x1 hour lessons

Timings
Starter
10 minutes


Main activities
1 hour 35 minutes


Plenary
15 minutes

Age Group - 14-16 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

Teachers need to be able to explain the term Tawhid to the students.  It would also be useful for the teacher to have read the teacher notes in the overview of this unit.
Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be useful if students already knew about the Muslim belief in the oneness of Allah (Tawhid). 
Background Reading

The Fundamentals of Tawheed by Abu Ameena Bilal Philips (Al Hidaayah Publishing ISBN: 1898649405, 2004)
Resources

Student Worksheet 1: The Muslim Declaration on Nature [Assisi Conference 1986]

Student Resource Sheet 1: The environment 

Student Worksheet 2: Order in the universe (extension materials)

Teacher Resource Sheet 1: Answer to Student Worksheet 2

Student Worksheet 3: A Muslim leaflet on the environment
Introduction / Starter activity

Take, as an example, something that is made of many parts but works as a whole e.g. a vehicle, an eco-system, a human body, a football team etc.  It would be good to have a visual image of whatever you have chosen to show the students.  Ask them, ‘How does this function as a unity?’  Introduce students to the concept of Tawhid - a belief about the oneness or unity of Allah and creation.  Muslims believe there is order and unity in the world and universe reflecting the oneness of its creator, Allah (God). 
Main Activities

Hand out Student Worksheet 1: The Muslim Declaration on Nature from the Assisi Conference 1986, and ask students, working in groups, to answer the questions. 

Then hand out Student Resource Sheet 1: The Environment.  Read this in sections, asking students to discuss, in pairs or small groups, the bulleted questions at the end of each section.

Extension materials

Give students a copy of Student Worksheet 2: Order in the Universe.  Ask students, in small groups, to complete the table task and the discussion question. Using Teacher Resource Sheet 1, check through students’ answers.

Place the class into groups of 4, and explain their final task – to use what they have learnt in this lesson and during related homework, to produce a leaflet on Muslim beliefs and practices concerning the environment.  Hand out Student Worksheet 3: A Muslim leaflet on the environment.  You may wish to have a selection of books available to the students to help them with further research before they create the booklet. 

Plenary

Ask the students what they have learnt from their studies relating the discussion to the underlying aims of the lesson.  If they had to say whether Islam is basically supportive or not towards scientific development, what would it be? 
