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Lesson 2: Perceptions of Science and Religion in Islam
Aim of the lesson 

· to understand in greater depth the relationship between religion and science from the perspective of Islam

· to be able to explain how one Muslim scientist finds that his faith supports his work

· to reflect upon their own learning from Islam’s attitude to scientific research.

Differentiation / Extension

Opportunity for differentiation is given through the use of Student Resource Sheets 2a and 2b.

Assessment

Student Worksheet 1 offers opportunities for the teacher to assess student knowledge and understanding of the relationship between Islam and science.  The final task of the lesson also gives opportunity for a formal piece of assessment.

Duration: 1 hour

Timings
Starter
10 minutes


Main activities
35 minutes


Plenary
15 minutes

Age Group - 11-14 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It is important for teachers to have read the teacher notes, and to have some background knowledge of key beliefs in Islam.

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful if students have studied the main beliefs of Islam before starting this unit.

Background Reading

Islam the Natural Way by Abdul Wahid Hamid (Muslim Education and Literary Services ISBN: 948196092, first published 1989 – an introduction to Islam which deals with God and creation, attitudes to other faiths and global issues such as war and violence, ecology and the environment, and human destiny). 
Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1: Some thoughts on science and religion 

Student Resource Sheet 2a:  (for those less able) or 2b (for those more able) 

Student Worksheet 1: An interview with Khalil Chamcham
Introduction / Starter activity

Review the previous lesson and what was learned.  Does the Qur’an encourage scientific study of the world and can pupils give some examples?  If students used Student Worksheet 3 during the last lesson, you might want to give them time to share what they have discovered about Muslim scientists.
Main Activities

Show the class the video clip of Khalil Chamcham talking about his faith and work as a scientist (from SRSP CD Rom).  Ask the students what they think about what he says: What is interesting? Is there anything unusual or surprising in what he says? What are his feelings about Islam and science?  Is there any problem for him being Muslim and a scientist? If so, why? If not, why not? 

Hand out Student Resource Sheet 1: Some more opinions. After reading the different quotations, ask the pupils to discuss in pairs the question at the bottom of the page.

Hand out Student Resource Sheet 2a (to less able) or 2b (to more able).  Ask students to read the sheet and answer the questions on Student Worksheet 1: An interview with Khalil Chamcham.

Finally, ask the students to write an article for a Muslim magazine entitled ‘Can you be a Muslim and a scientist in the 21st century?’  Ask students to refer to the different evidence examined in this lesson as well as in the previous one.  

Plenary

Ask students to refer back to their initial mind map showing what they knew about Islam.  Ask them now to draw a new map in the light of these lessons. Discuss points raised as a class and then ask students to reflect upon their learning: what have they learnt from Islam and its attitude to science which might help them in their own lives?
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