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Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 3

Going deeper

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) gave a great deal of guidance to the Muslim community, some of which was remembered and recorded. These collections of these sayings of the Prophet are called Hadith. Here is one passage from the collection of Abu Dawud: 

‘Whoever walks in the path of Allah seeking knowledge, Allah will make him walk in the paths of paradise; and truly, the angels spread out their wings out of pleasure for the seeker after knowledge; and truly, those who are in the heavens and the earth and fish also in the middle of the water, all ask pardon for him; and truly, the excellence of a learned man over a mere worshipper is as the excellence of full moon over the stars.’ 

(Taken from Islam and Science, by Muzaffar Iqbal, published by Ashgate, 2002). 

What does this passage of Hadith tell us about Muhammad’s (pbuh) attitude to learning about the world around us? 

Why do you think some Muslims would say that it is such a good thing for a Muslim to seek knowledge of the world? 
Using access to the internet see if you can discover the names or any inventions that have been made by Muslim scientists.

A good place to start is with www.bbc.co.uk/history - and then look for the programme what the ancients did for us.  Alternatively you could put Muslim scientists into a search engine and see what results you get:  Use the space below to note any information you research.
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