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Lesson 1: Perceptions of Science and Religion in Islam
Aim of the lesson 

· to build up an understanding of how religion and science are seen from the perspective of Islam 

· for pupils to look at some passages of religious text and interpret them

Differentiation / Extension

Student Worksheet 3: Going Deeper provides some extension materials for use in this lesson, asking students to think a little deeper about Muslim values, and then to use the internet to find out about some Muslim scientists.

Assessment

Students can be assessed through their written answers to questions on worksheet 1, 2 and 3.

Duration: 1 hour

Timings
Starter
10 minutes


Main activities
35 minutes


Plenary
15 minutes

Age Group - 11-14 year olds

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It is important for teachers to have read the teacher notes, and to have some background knowledge of key beliefs in Islam.

Previous knowledge needed by students

It would be helpful if students have studied the main beliefs of Islam before starting this unit.

Background Reading

Islam the Natural Way by Abdul Wahid Hamid (Muslim Education and Literary Services ISBN: 948196092, first published 1989 – an introduction to Islam which deals with God and creation, attitudes to other faiths and global issues such as war and violence, ecology and the environment, and human destiny). 

Resources

Student Worksheet 1: What does the Qur’an say about science?

Student Worksheet 2: What does Islam believe about science?
Student Worksheet 3: Going Deeper

Introduction / Starter activity

A creative review of key Islamic beliefs would be useful. Pupils could produce (as a class, in groups or individually) a mind map of ‘Key Muslim beliefs’.  Pupils need to have a basic understanding of:-
· Allah as the Creator of the universe
· Muhammad (pbuh) as the Messenger of Allah
· The Qur’an as the revelation of Allah 
· The Five Pillars of Islam as the structure for Muslim life and belief
Main Activities

Pupils must now address the key question, ‘Does Islam encourage a ‘scientific’ approach to understanding the world?’  Begin by reading the quotation from the Qur’an, sura 2, verse 164 on Student Worksheet 1: What does the Qur’an say about science?  Ask students to think about the tasks on the sheet below the quotation.  You could do this as a class, or in pairs.

Distribute Student Worksheet 2: What does Islam believe about science? and ask students to try to think about the meaning of these further passages from the Qur’an for themselves.  There is a task at the end, demanding a deeper level of analytical thinking and understanding, in which passages are linked together under a common theme. 

For those students who need extension materials, distribute Student Worksheet 3: Going Deeper, which allows them to think a little deeper about Muslim values, and then to use the internet to find out about some Muslim scientists. Any information students discover can be used at the start of the next lesson.

Plenary

Ask students, ‘What does the Qur’an suggest about knowledge and science?’’    Below are some suggestions of things that they might say…

As we might expect, the Muslim Holy Book does not contain references to what we today think of as ‘scientific’ ideas. It would be strange if it did. The Qur’an is believed by Muslims to be a very special and unique Book, offering peace and security to those who follow its guidance. This guidance, according to Muslim belief, comes from the highest source, God or Allah (The God) in Arabic. But although we should not expect to find direct references to science and whether or not it is a good thing, we will see that there are many pointers within the Qur’an itself to ways in which ‘knowledge’ and ‘understanding’ of the world might be approached. 

Remind the students of the key question ‘Does Islam encourage a ‘scientific’ approach to understanding the world?’ Discuss in pairs or as a class what they think so far.  
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