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Lesson 3: Student Resource Sheet 3

The Chipko Movement

An example of Hindu environmentalism
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A number of Hindu-inspired movements have sprung up in recent years to support the preservation and protection of the Indian natural environment. One of these, the Chipko Movement, was formed to campaign against deforestation in the North Indian region of the Himalayas.

The word ‘Chipko’, which means ‘hold tight’, provides a clue to the style of protest adopted by environmentalists in this movement.

Protesters link hands around the trees like human chains to prevent others from cutting the trees down.

The Chipko Movement traces its method of protest back to the non-violent protest of a group of tribal women in the 18th century who embraced trees in Rajasthan to prevent them being cut down for fuel by a local Maharaja. Many of the women died trying to protect the trees. Many environmentalists today are also prepared to risk their lives to save the natural world.

Imagine that you are a Hindu environmental campaigner with the global Chipko Movement.  Write a letter to your local council or government explaining why, as a Hindu, you are against deforestation in your area.

Use the space below to plan your letter. Remember to include:

· some of the key beliefs and concepts you have studied

· support for these from the sources
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