1bc: Hinduism and Science
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Lesson 3: Student Resource Sheet 2

Some useful quotations…

 “Ether, air, fire, water, earth, planets, all creatures, directions, trees and plants, rivers, and seas, they are all organs of God’s body; remembering this, a devotee respects all species.” 

Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana

“His Being is the source of all beings…He is God hidden in all beings, their inmost soul. He lives in all things and watches all things.” 

Svetasvatara Upanishad

“The Father of all creatures, Lord God, made the sky. From the sky he made water, and from water made fire and air. From fire and air, the earth came into existence. Actually, mountains are his bones, earth is his flesh, sea is the blood, and sky is the abdomen. The sun and moon are his eyes. The upper part of the sky is his head, the earth is his feet...” 

Mahabharata
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“The story of Vishnu’s avatars puts humans in their proper perspective. They are just one of the creatures created during the process of evolution; they owe their existence to their predecessors, the creatures of the animal kingdom.” 

A.R. Choudhury, `Hinduism`
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Vishnu Purana

“A person who kills an animal for meat will die of a violent death as many times as there are hairs of that killed animal.”  

Laws of Manu

“The family and habitat of the god Shiva, his wife Parvati, and his two sons Karttikeya and Ganesha, are a model of ecological unity. Shiva’s habitat is Mount Kailasa, with snowy peaks representing the cosmic heavens. The moon on his forehead denotes tranquillity; the constant stream of the water of the River Ganges from the hair on his head indicates the purity of water; Nandi, the bull, as his ride, represents livestock; the lion used by his wife Parvati represents wildlife; the peacock, the ride of Karttikeya, represents the species of birds; and the mouse, the ride of Ganesha, represents pests. Thus, various forms of animate and inanimate life are represented in the household and habitat of Lord Shiva. When a devotee worships Shiva, he or she observes this co-existence and is influenced by the concept of ecological unity and respect for biological diversity.” 

O.P. Dwivedi, `Dharmic Ecology`

“Dharma exists for the general welfare of all living beings; hence, that by which the welfare of all living creatures is sustained, that for sure is Dharma.” 

Mahabharata 

[image: image3..pict]“O Mother Earth! Sacred are your hills, snowy mountains, and deep forests. Be kind to us and bestow upon us happiness. May you be fertile, arable, and nourisher of all. May you continue supporting people of all races and nations. May you protect us from your anger. And may no one exploit your children.” 

Atharva Veda

“All creatures act according to the laws of their specific species as laid down by the Creator. Therefore, none should act unrighteously, thinking `It is I who is powerful`.” 

Mahabharata

“An action, which has been committed by a human-being in this life, follows him again and again (whether he wishes it or not).” 

Mahabharata
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