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Lesson 3 of 3: What are Hindu attitudes to the environment?

Learning objectives of the lesson 

· to have used a variety of sources to research and apply Hindu teachings to the issue of environmental destruction

· to have investigated the work of the Chipko Movement, an example of Hindu environmentalist activity in India 

Differentiate by: 

· Targeting questions

· Carefully choosing pairings or groupings

· Providing source analysis writing frame to enable students to structure their notes

· Directing more accessible source analysis sheets to less able students

· Creating a basic writing frame to assist weaker students with the letter-writing task

Extend able students by:

· Directing them to more challenging source analysis sheets

· Encouraging them to refer to a broader range of beliefs and sources during the letter-writing task
Assessment

Informal: 
Monitor student understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and during pair and group work.

Formal: 
Knowledge and understanding of Hindu perspectives on the environment can be assessed formally through pair/group source analysis activity and individual To the Indian Government… activity.

Peer: 
Students can peer-assess each others’ work during source analysis plenary and To the Indian Government… plenary.

Duration:   1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter
10 mins




Main activities
45 mins




Plenary
5 mins

Age Group:
14 - 16 year olds
Previous knowledge needed by teacher: It would be useful it the teacher had read the notes about Hinduism in the overview for this unit.
Previous knowledge needed by students: Prior knowledge/understanding of key Hindu teachings on morality would be beneficial (e.g. karma, ahimsa, dharma etc) 

Resources

· Student Resource Sheet 1: ‘Hindu attitudes towards the environment.’ 

· Student Worksheet 1: ‘Hindu attitudes towards the environment’

· Student Resource Sheet 2: ‘Some useful quotations…’

· Student Resource Sheet 3: ‘The Chipko Movement.’

· www.iisd.org/50comm/commdb/list/c07.htm - website giving simple information about the project, which could be printed off for students or used on-line

· www.bostonglobalaction.net/UK/chipko.html - website giving detailed information about this movement, which could be printed off for students or used on-line 

· Sugar paper and pens

Introduction / Starter activity

Outline the learning objectives of this lesson.

Begin by encouraging students to identify key Hindu beliefs and practices that they have already studied which may have some bearing on the issue of environmentalism. This can be done individually, in pairs or as a teacher-led whole class activity.

Main Activities

Hindu environmentalism source analysis
Distribute Student Resource Sheet 1: ‘Hindu attitudes towards the environment.’ 

· Either allow time for students to read individually or read as a whole class activity.

· Organise students into pairs or small groups and distribute sugar paper and pens. 

· Distribute one Hindu Source Sheet per pairing / group

· Allow time for students to complete activities on Student Worksheet 1: ‘Hindu attitudes towards the environment’, making use of Student Resource Sheet 2: ‘Some useful quotations…’
· Allow time for students to share their ideas with the rest of the class. This can be done by:

· displaying their work for other students to see

· encouraging a member of each group to explain their findings to the whole class (have each source sheet on an acetate to facilitate this) 

· Students should record the findings of other groups, highlighting:

· the source

· its basic message

· the key ideas underpinning it (ahimsa, karma etc)

· how it might shape attitudes and lifestyles
You may wish to photocopy the Hindu Beliefs About the Environment writing frame to assist students with this.

The Chipko Movement 

Students have been thinking of ways in which Hindu beliefs and principles about the environment could be put into practice. Explain that they are now going to learn about a Hindu environmentalist group called the Chipko Movement.

· Distribute Student Resource Sheet 3: ‘The Chipko Movement.’

· Allow time for students to read alone or read as a whole class activity.

· There are useful materials about this movement on the internet:-

· www.iisd.org/50comm/commdb/list/c07.htm - gives simple information about the project, which could be printed off for students or used on-line

· www.bostonglobalaction.net/UK/chipko.html - gives detailed information about this movement, which could be printed off for students or used on-line 

· Explain the task, `To a local council or government…`. It may be useful, as a whole class activity, to discuss examples of beliefs and sources that could be referred to in the letter.

· Allow time for students to complete the task for homework if necessary.

Plenary

Encourage students to read their letters out to the class and discuss ways in which they could be improved. Review learning objectives of the lessons.
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