1bc: Hinduism and Science
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Lesson 1: Student Work Sheet 1

The Avatars of Vishnu

	Matsya – The Fish
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Vishnu appears in the form of Matsya the fish to warn Manu, the first man, that the gods intend to destroy the earth with a flood. Matsya tells Manu to build an ark to save the few righteous people. When the flood comes, Matsya steers the ark through the stormy waters.


	
	Kurma – The Tortoise

[image: image2..pict]Vishnu appears in the form of Kurma the tortoise to help the gods overcome the demons. Kurma helps the gods to create ambrosia by churning the ocean. Ambrosia is a drink that gives them the power and strength to defeat the demons in a battle.



	
	
	

	Varaha – The Boar

[image: image3..pict]Vishnu appears as Varaha the boar to rescue Bhudevi, the goddess of the earth, from the bottom of the ocean. Varaha dives to the ocean bed and retrieves the earth goddess. He also overcomes a demon who has stolen the Vedas, the most sacred scriptures of Hinduism.


	
	Narasimha – The Man-lion

[image: image4..pict]Vishnu appears as half-man, halflion to defeat an evil demon who cannot be defeated by man or beast, by day or night or inside or outside his home. Narasimha is neither man nor beast. He battles and defeats the demon at twilight (neither day nor night) and on the threshold of his home (which is neither inside nor outside).




	
	
	

	Vamana – The Dwarf

[image: image5..pict]Vishnu appears as Vamana the dwarf to defeat demons who have gained control of the earth. Vamana tricks the demons into giving him a small plot of land to live on. They agree to give him the space taken up by three of his strides. As Vamana begins to take his strides he grows in size so that his three steps take up the entire universe.


	
	Parasurama – Rama wielding an axe

[image: image6..pict]Vishnu appears as a rough and rugged form of the prince Rama who is wielding an axe. With his axe, Rama fights and defeats an army of warriors who are terrorising the religious priests and preventing them from performing their priestly duties. Parasurama is like a primitive, uncivilised Rama.




	Rama

[image: image7..pict]Vishnu appears as Prince Rama to fight and defeat the evil, 10-headed demon Ravana. Ravana cannot be defeated by either gods or demons and so Vishnu appears in human form to defeat him. Rama also sets an example to the world of what it means to perform one’s religious duty. He is seen as the ideal son, husband, friend and king.


	
	Krishna

[image: image8..pict]Vishnu appears in the human form of Krishna to defeat Kamsa, an evil demon who tyrannised the earth. When Krishna was a child, Kansa sent demons to kill him but Krishna defeated them every time. When a serpent demon swallowed him, for example, Krishna grew in size until the reptile burst open and died.



	
	
	

	Buddha – the `enlightened one`

[image: image9..pict]The Buddha is the founder of Buddhism but is also included in the list of Vishnu’s avatars. Hindus view the Buddha as a person who deliberately misled wicked people with false teachings. The idea was that these false teachings would make them so weak that they would eventually turn back to the religion of the Vedas.


	
	Kalki – the future incarnation

[image: image10..pict]Hindus believe we are living in a ‘Kali-yuga’ or ‘age of darkness’. Kalki, the future incarnation of Vishnu, will appear as a warrior riding a white horse. He will end the age of darkness and begin a new, perfect age. Kalki is sometimes pictured as a warrior who battles against corruption in modern politics, religion and industry.
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