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Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 2

What does Hinduism have to say about evolution?

The Origins of Species

Science uses evolutionary theory to account for the origins of the various species on the earth. Evolutionary theory states that: 

· every living species on the earth has evolved over long periods of time - changes have taken place from generation to generation as each species has adapted to its surroundings 

· animals that adapt best to their surroundings survive (e.g. those that have longer legs or different shaped-beaks may have a better chance of survival against predators or food shortage) 

· in this way, nature `selects` some species to survive whilst others - like the Dodo - fail to adapt and become extinct 

· humans, like every other species, are also a product of an evolutionary process that began with a single life-form over four billion years ago

Evolution and Religion

Evolution is an area of science that has caused a lot of debate within the religions of the world, Christianity which believes very strongly in a creator God. Although most Christians today would accept that God created the species of the world through evolution, some reject evolution such as `creationists` who argue that God created the world and everything in it in 6 days, as described in Genesis. Some scholars have suggested that the kind of conflict that has occurred between Christianity and evolutionary theory does not occur with Hinduism. We need to ask two questions at this point:

1. Why have scholars argued that Hinduism accepts evolution?

2. Are they right?

What have scholars said?

“The avataras of Vishnu describes the successive appearance of higher life forms on this planet. The whole evolution from the first aquatic life to the extremely human compassionate Buddha is symbolically expressed here.” 

A. R. Choudhury

“We see in these incarnations a movement from lower, aquatic life forms to higher life forms living on the land.” 

G. Flood 

“We notice an attempt to structure the pattern of the ten incarnations in a kind of evolutionary manner: from the ocean (Fish) we gradually move to the dry land (even the Boar still jumps into the ocean). Then the movement is from not-yet-human (Man-Lion, Dwarf) to fully human (Parasurama, Rama, Krishna). Finally, with Kalki, we reach the end of time, or better, of a cosmic cycle.” 

F. Hardy
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