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Lesson 1 of 3: What does Hinduism have to say about evolution?

Learning objectives of the lesson 

· to understand Hindu teachings about the beginning of the world

· to investigate and reflect upon the avatars of Vishnu in light of evolutionary theory

· to evaluate scholarly comparisons of the avatar doctrine and evolutionary theory

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiate by: 

· Targeting questions

· Carefully choosing pairings or groupings

· Providing a writing frame for pupils to structure their written evaluations

Extend able pupils by: Encouraging them to identify further criticisms of the claim that Hinduism is in tune with evolutionary theory 

Assessment

Informal: 
Monitor pupil understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and group work.

Formal: 
Skills of investigation and application can be assessed through group thinking skills activity. Skills of evaluation can be assessed through written response to the question, ‘Does Hinduism accept evolution?’
Peer: 
Pupils can peer-assess each others’ work during whole class discussion of thinking skills activity and during the plenary. 

Duration: 
1 hour
Timings:
Starter:
5-15 mins


Main activities: 
50 - 40 mins


Plenary: 
5 mins

Age Group:
 13-14 years 
Previous knowledge needed by teacher: It would be useful it the teacher had read the notes about Hinduism in the overview for this unit.
Previous knowledge needed by students: Some familiarity with Hindu beliefs about God would be beneficial
Resources

Pupil Resource 1

Pupil Resource 2

Pupil Worksheet 1

Pupil Worksheet 2

It would be useful to have:

· Posters / images of Vishnu and his avatars.

· Video clip of evolutionary theory, for example from The Question Is… (optional)

Introduction / Starter activity

Introduce pupils to the god Vishnu (a statue or picture of Vishnu would be a helpful starting place), and the doctrine of his ‘descents’ (avatars) to the earth in times when righteousness (dharma) is in danger from the forces of evil (adharma).

(The time spent on this introduction will depend on the extent of pupils’ prior knowledge.)

Main Activities

The avatars thinking skills exercise

Organise pupils into groups of four or five and provide each group with a set of avatars sort cards - Student Worksheet 1.

Allow time for the groups to read the cards and then: 

· place them in a sequence  or

· sort them into groups

Explain that there are no right or wrong answers for this activity. The important thing is that they can give reasons for the way in which they have ordered the cards.

· Allow time for each group to explain their answers and the process of reasoning behind it. Able pupils may at this stage already have identified a link with evolutionary theory.

· Using Student Resource Sheet 1: ‘The Avatars of Vishnu’ as an OHT or as a resource sheet, explain the traditional sequence of Vishnu’s avatars. Invite comments or observations from pupils. 

Hinduism and evolution
Distribute Student Resource Sheet 2: ‘What does Hinduism have to say about evolution?’

· Read and discuss the section `The Origin of Species’ as a whole class activity. You may wish to show a video clip to illustrate evolutionary theory.

· Read and discuss the section `Evolution and Religion’. Invite pupils to suggest answers to the question, ‘Why have some scholars suggested that Hinduism is in line with evolution?’

· Read ‘What have scholars said?’ and discuss the reasons for viewing Hinduism as being in line with evolutionary theory. 

· Encourage pupils to be critical of the claim that Hinduism accepts evolution. This is difficult and they will probably need some prompting to identify key criticisms.

Evaluation - Allow time for pupils to give a written evaluation of the question, ‘Does Hinduism agree with evolution?’ Encourage them to use the writing frame, Student Worksheet 2, (which can be displayed on the OHP or given out as a sheet) to help them structure their answers 

· Allow time for pupils to share and discuss their answers with the rest of the class.

Plenary

Review learning objectives of lesson.
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