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Lesson 3 of 3: How far do scientific discoveries strengthen faith?

Learning objectives of the lesson

· To evaluate and analyse the reasonableness of belief in miracles

· To understand why some scientists believe in miracles 

· To reflect on their own learning through this unit of study

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiation will occur by outcome through both oral and written work.

Assessment

The extent to which the first two learning objectives (above) have been met can be assessed by monitoring the way students respond to Student Worksheet 1. 

Teachers can gauge the extent to which students are reflecting on their own learning (Objective 3) during the plenary activities.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
5-10 mins, 


Main activities  
30-35 mins,


Plenary 

20 mins
Age Group:
11-14 years

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the notes included in the overview for this section.

Previous knowledge needed by students

None needed, but an understanding of Christianity’s main beliefs, and an understanding of a definition of ‘miracle’ would be helpful.

Resources

Student Worksheet 1
How far do scientific discoveries strengthen faith?

Student Worksheet 2
Making links

Student Resource Sheet
Statement cards
Introduction / Starter activity

Display the following quotation so that all students can see it clearly:  

“It is not logically valid to use science as an argument against miracles...We gladly accept the virgin birth, the Gospel miracles, and the resurrection of Christ as historical events.”

(from a letter to The Times on 13 July 1984, signed by fourteen UK Professors of Science, six of whom were Fellows of the Royal Society)

Ask students their thoughts on this quotation.

Main Activities

Give out Student Worksheet 1, and ask students to work through the activities in pairs or on their own.  

Bring the class back together and discuss their thoughts on the reasonableness of explanations for the ten plagues.

Then discuss as a class the two questions at the bottom of the worksheet, noting on the board any useful points that are made by the students.

Plenary

‘A belief in miracles is essential to Christianity.’  Discuss this quotation, showing that you have thought about different points of view.

Review the learning objectives for these lessons and ask students to fill in the concept map on Student Worksheet 2. Then ask students to use the words on the sheet in a developed written response to the quotation above (maybe for homework, or in the next lesson under timed conditions as a piece of assessed work).

You might also want to make some cards using the Student Resource Sheet, and have the students play this game in groups, according to the following rules:

1. The game is played in groups of four players.

2. Five cards are dealt to each of the four players and the remaining card is placed face up on the table.

3. The first student places a card on the table next to the first card and suggests a connection between the two. If the other three players in the group accept the reason for the connection, both cards stay on the table. If they reject it, then the player returns the card they placed on the table to their hand.

4. The next student places a card next to one of the cards/the card on the table and states a reason for this connection. Once again, the group either accepts or rejects the connection. If they accept it, then the card stays on the table: if they reject it, then the player picks up their card, returning it to their hand. 

5. The first player to get rid of all their cards wins.
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