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Lesson 2 of 3: Can you be both a Christian and a scientist?

Learning objectives of the lesson

· To know about the beliefs of one scientist who is also a Christian

· To understand that for many Christians, science enriches rather than weakens their faith

Differentiation / Extension

Student Resource Sheet 1 comes in two versions to enable teachers to differentiate. 

Teachers could group students by ability, allowing those who quickly complete the small group task to access the internet in search of other materials. A good site to recommend students would be www.counterbalance.org on which many scientists from across the world talk about the relationship between faith and science.

Assessment

Whether students have met the first objective, To know about the beliefs of one scientist who is also a Christian, can be informally assessed during their individual research on a scientist, as well as, more formally, through their written answer to the final question.

Whether they have met the second objective, To understand that for many Christians, science enriches rather than weakens their faith, can be assessed by monitoring understanding of the power-point presentation as well as by a more formal assessment of student research and written work.

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
5-10 mins 


Main activities  
40-45 mins


Plenary 

10 mins
Age Group:
11-14 years

Previous knowledge needed by students

None needed, but an understanding of Christianity’s main beliefs, and the previous completion of Lesson 1 would be helpful.

Resources

Student Resource Sheet 1a
Group Task Support Sheet

Student Resource Sheet 1b
Profiles of Scientists
Student Worksheet 1
Record Sheet
PowerPoint
Can you be both a Christian and a scientist?
Introduction / Starter activity

Show power-point presentation, Can you be both a Christian and a scientist? and afterwards ask students what they think about what they have seen.

Main Activities

Divide the class into groups, providing more able ones with Student Resource Sheet 1a and access to the internet. Groups of lower ability pupils might benefit from the more straightforward Student Resource Sheet 1b (which does not require internet access). 

Give students a copy of Student Worksheet 1 to help them analyse their group research to the following question: “Is it impossible to be both a scientist and a Christian?”  

Student can present their findings as a presentation, as a news-story, as a magazine or newsletter article or as a vocal presentation (using ICT as appropriate).

Ask students to begin their written answer to the following question, “Is it impossible to be both a scientist and a Christian?” and to complete it for homework.

Plenary

Draw the groups together and discuss with students what they have discovered.  Help students to note down important points highlighted by the discussion for the completion at home of their own written answer.  
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