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Lesson 1 of 3: How far is it possible to believe the impossible?

Learning objectives of the lesson

· To think through some of the ways in which a Christian might understand that God acts in the world

· To look closely at the biblical account of Moses and the ten plagues

· To reflect on whether miracles are possible 

Differentiation / Extension

Students’ work can be differentiated by grouping according to ability for classroom work and through the use of differentiated resources (Student Resource 2a/2b).

Assessment

Whether the first and second of the learning objectives above have been met can be assessed by teachers both during oral discussion and also as they monitor students’ responses to the tasks offered by this lesson’s worksheets. 

Teachers may assess the level at which students are reflecting on whether miracles are possible (Objective 3) during the plenary discussion. 

Duration:
1 hour lesson

Timings:
Starter 
 
10 mins 


Main activities  
40 mins


Plenary 

10 mins
Age Group:
11-14/16 years

Previous knowledge needed by teacher

It would be helpful if the teacher had read the notes included in the overview for this section.

Previous knowledge needed by students 

None needed, but an understanding of Christianity’s main beliefs, and an understanding of a definition of ‘miracle’ would be helpful.

Resources

Materials for use with Students aged 11-14, Resource Sheet 2b could also be used with Students aged 14-16

Student Resource Sheet 1
Is it possible to believe the impossible?
Student Resource Sheet 2a
Is it possible to believe the impossible II? (less able)
Student Resource Sheet 2b
Is it possible to believe the impossible II (more able)
Student Worksheet 1
Quotations
Student Worksheet 2
Is it possible to believe the impossible II?
Introduction / Starter activity

Ask students in pairs to look at Student Worksheet 1 and to reflect on what insights into Christian belief they gain from these quotations. As a class, discuss some of the things that some Christians believe about the nature of God, and then link this to the main question of this lesson – are miracles possible and how far is it possible to believe the impossible in the 21st century?

Main Activities

Link the concept of miracles to the account of the Exodus.  Tell the story of the ten plagues and the Exodus of the Hebrew slaves from Egypt using a video extract or Resource Sheet 1. (You could use excerpts from ‘Prince of Egypt’ or the BBC ‘Testament’ programme on Moses.)  However you tell this story, it is important that at the end you raise questions about the nature of this material. Do the miraculous events contained within it throw a question mark on its historicity? Is it offered by those who wrote it as a historical account? Even if the writers of the book Exodus were attempting to catalogue historical events, was this their only aim? What theological truths were they trying to communicate? In other words, what were they telling their readers about God by writing this material? 

Show 15 minute clip from BBC ‘Moses’ programme (18:06-33:39 on the 1 hour programme is relevant here), showing the insights gained from scientific research into the nature of the plagues. Or, if you do not have the video, go straight to Student Resource Sheet 2a (for those less able) and Student Resource Sheet 2b (for those more able) – asking students to read it and discuss in groups the questions at the bottom of the page.

Bring the class together to discuss the thoughts of each group.

Then ask students to complete Student Worksheet 2.

Plenary

Ask students to sum up what they have discovered about the ten plagues in the Exodus account. What do they now feel about the historicity of these apparently miraculous events? Review the lesson objectives and ensure that students can now bring a deeper level of understanding to the question, ‘Are miracles possible?’ Whether or not the plagues happened as written, what does this whole episode have to say about the relationship between God and the Hebrew people? And what insights does it offer about what God wants for human beings in terms of freedom and justice?

Science and Religion in Schools – 1bb: Christianity and Science


