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Lesson 1: Student Resource Sheet 1

Is it possible to believe the impossible?

Read the following story. It can be found in the Bible in Exodus chapters 1 to 14. 
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Over 4000 years ago there was a travelling group of people called the Hebrews. They lived simply, in tents, growing their own food and living off the land. Unfortunately there came a point in their lives when because of the weather and lack of rain there was famine and hunger. They needed to move to a more fertile area. The most obvious was in Egypt, along the fertile bank of the Nile. The Egyptians were happy to welcome these refugees but in return they would work for the Egyptians and help with their building projects amongst other things.

Things went well until a new king began to treat the Hebrews unfairly. The work load became too much, food was restricted and many died. There was unrest among the Hebrews. The king feared they may turn against him. To put down any unrest he ordered that baby boys should be killed. Many were.  One baby miraculously escaped death. His mother put him in a basket made of reed and tar so that it was watertight and left him at the edge of the river. He was found by the king’s daughter.  Rather than allow the baby to die she adopted him as her own and named him Moses. 

So a Hebrew boy was brought up as an Egyptian prince.  Many years later as a grown man Moses witnessed a Hebrew being badly treated. He intervened and caused the death of an Egyptian. This would be punishable by death so he fled in order to save his own life.  Moses began a new life as a shepherd in Midian. He settled into his new life and was married.

One day however while he was watching his sheep another miracle was to take place. He saw what appeared to be a bush that was continually burning and he could hear a voice talking to him.  The voice claimed to be that of God and it was asking Moses to leave his comfortable life and return to Egypt to help the Hebrew people he had left. After much ‘soul searching’ he decided this was what he should do.  

Moses returned to Egypt and pleaded with his ‘other’ family to let the Hebrews go free and return to the area they had first come from. The pharaoh would have none of this. The Hebrews were of great use. Moses felt led by God to say that if they were not freed then the Hebrew God would intervene to make it possible. There followed the most terrible disasters or plagues.  

• 
The Nile became polluted and turned red like blood

• 
Frogs from the Nile jumped onto the land and infested homes.

• 
Gnats and flies infested both animals and people causing widespread death and disease amongst the animals

• 
Humans and animals became covered in open sores and boils.

• 
The worst hail storm in history was experienced.

• 
A locust swarm ate crops and the sky became black

• 
Finally the eldest boy in many families died of a disease.

Throughout, the Hebrews appeared protected and the death of the first born passed over the houses of those who followed the instructions of Moses. As a sign of their belief in God and his love of the Hebrews they had daubed the outside of their homes with the blood of a lamb. This was an animal often used as a sacrifice to God as a symbol of love and devotion.  The King had had enough and he allowed the Hebrews to leave his country. They began the long journey back to wherever they felt God was leading them. The king however was very angry and sent soldiers after the people. As Moses arrived with the Hebrews the way was blocked. Again it appeared that God was definitely with them. The Red Sea parted and they were able to cross to safety before the tide once more came back, trapping and killing many of the Egyptians who were following behind. 

The Hebrews had been saved.
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