1ba: Buddhism and Science
 [image: image2.jpg]



Lesson 4: Student information sheet

[image: image1.png]



Buddhism and the Appliance of Science

Buddhism is often talked about as a contemplative and inward-looking religion. When people hear the word `Buddhist` they usually imagine a person sitting quietly in meditation or tending to a shrine. This image is not the full story. There is also an outward-looking side of Buddhism that is concerned with social welfare and justice. Many Buddhists belong to groups that challenge and protest against organisations in society that promote the principles of greed, hatred and ignorance and cause harm to people, animals and the planet itself. Buddhists who try to change the world in this way are known as `Engaged Buddhists`.

Engaged Buddhism and Science

Some engaged Buddhist groups are specifically concerned with the suffering caused by developments in science and technology: “Science has been conscripted into the service of greed, hatred and delusion, the `roots of evil` pointed out by the Buddha, and has been used in ways that sustain the grip of these roots on our minds, bodies and the wider world.”  Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi

In Britain, the Network of Engaged Buddhists has been outspoken against capital punishment and the international trade in arms and weaponry. Samye Ling Tibetan Centre has created a conservation and tree planting project on Holy Island, Scotland. The Buddhist Hospice Trust promotes compassionate care for the dying as a Buddhist alternative to euthanasia or `mercy killing`. All of these groups are trying to respond to the challenges of science and technology using Buddhist principles like love, compassion and nonviolence.
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