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Lesson Plan 4 of 4: Buddhism and the appliance of science

Learning objectives of the lesson

· To investigate the principles underpinning ‘engaged Buddhism’ (responding to and challenging organisations that promote greed, hatred and ignorance)

· To research and apply Buddhist teachings to the issue of environmental destruction 

Differentiation / Extension

· Targeting questions

· Providing research proforma to enable students to structure research findings

· Carefully choosing pairings or groupings

· Directing more accessible resources to less able students

Extend able students by

· Directing them to more challenging resources

· Encouraging them to investigate Buddhist perspectives beyond the research proforma and evaluate the extent to which Buddhism is environmentally friendly
Assessment

Informal: Monitor student understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and during individual research work.

Formal: Knowledge and understanding of Buddhist perspectives on the environment can be assessed formally through research activity and by requiring students to use their findings to answer past exam questions on environmental issues.

Peer: Students can peer-assess each others’ work through envoying, mixed pairing or whole class plenary. 

Duration:
 2 or 3 x 1 hour lessons
Timings:
Starter 
 
10 mins, 


Main activities  
I hour 20 mins or 2 hours 20 mins


Plenary 

30 mins
Age group:
14-16 years
Previous knowledge needed by teacher: As well as having a basic understanding of Buddhism, to have read the overview for this unit would be useful.

Previous knowledge needed by students: Knowledge/understanding of key Buddhist teachings on morality would be beneficial (e.g. karma, precepts, right livelihood etc)

Additional materials

· Text books on Buddhism at GCSE level

· Buddhism Today: Buddhists Respond to Ethical Issues (The Clear Vision Trust, 2000 [Video pack code no. EVO4]).
Introduction / Starter activity

Outline the learning objectives of this and following lesson(s).

It will be useful to begin by discussing the images and perceptions of Buddhists held by students, using trigger questions like:

· What do Buddhists do?

· What do you think Buddhists are like?

· What makes Buddhism different from other religions?

The stereotype of Buddhism as a peace-loving and meditative religion may well be represented among student responses. 

Students can work in pairs recording their perceptions of Buddhism or this can be a teacher-led whole class activity.

Main Activities

Ask students to read Student Worksheet 1 in pairs and then surmise from the quotations what Buddhist attitudes might be towards the environment.  Come together as a class to discuss the findings of each pair.

Engaged Buddhism
Distribute Student Information Sheet: Buddhism and the Appliance of Science.

· Allow students to read alone or read together as a whole class activity.

· Compare students’ prior perceptions with what they have now learned about ‘engaged Buddhism’.

· Explain that the issue they will be focusing on for the following lesson(s) is that of environmental destruction.

Introduction to Buddhist perspectives on the environment
· Distribute Student Research Sheet: Buddhist Perspectives on Environmental Destruction
· Explain that, during the following lesson(s), students will be using a variety of sources to research and record:

· Buddhist beliefs and principles about the environment

· The effects of those beliefs on Buddhist lifestyles

· Students can be organised in various ways for the activity – individually, in pairs or in small groups – but they should each record their findings on the proformas provided.

It may be useful to begin with a whole-class activity to demonstrate to students the kind of material they should be recording. Ideas for this include:

· Watching the video on environmental issues called Buddhism Today: Buddhists Respond to Ethical Issues. This grounds key concepts like karma and conditioned arising within the real-life experiences of practising Buddhists.

· Putting one of the Buddhist Source Sheets on an OHT and discussing as a class its relevance to the environment.

· Demonstrating the Buddhist concept of conditioned arising / interdependence by winding a ball of string around the class, asking each student to pull on it tightly. (The Buddhist view is that nothing in the environment exists independently of other things.)

Student research activity

Allow time for students to conduct their research. A variety of sources should be made available to them:

· Textbooks

· Buddhist Source Sheets

· Video and accompanying video materials

· Websites (www.earthsangha.org/, www.bpf.org/, www.amidatrust.com/, www.dharmanet.org/engaged.html)

Plenary

· Allow time for students to share their findings with each other. This can be done through ‘envoying’ (where one student from each group visits other groups to share material), mixed pairing or as a whole class plenary session.

· Review learning objectives of the lessons.
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