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Lesson 2: Student worksheet 2 
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Good science, bad science

In the story of, The man with the poisoned arrow, the Buddha was trying to say that there is no point in seeking knowledge if it does not bring some immediate benefit to your life. In the story, the Buddha compares himself to a doctor who has some useful knowledge to offer – the knowledge that can help people to overcome their suffering.

Why did the Buddha compare himself to a doctor?
Buddhists often compare the Buddha to a doctor and humanity to his patient. The Buddha:

Examined humanity and diagnosed its disease (suffering)

Identified the cause of the disease (suffering)

Explained that there can be good health (Nirvana)

Prescribed the ‘medicine’ (The Noble Eightfold path)

The Buddha made it clear that he considered medicine to be an example of good science. Medical science is concerned with discovering the cause and the cure of illness and so aims to reduce suffering. If the Buddha was alive today do you think he would be pleased with how medical science has developed? How do you think he would feel about other modern developments in science and technology?

Create a table, like the one below, in your books to show the developments in science today that the Buddha would consider to be an example of ‘good’ or ‘bad’ science.

Remember to give reasons for your answers.

	Development
	Good or bad?
	Reason
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