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The man with the poisoned arrow

Narrator: One day as the Buddha was sitting quietly beneath a tree. One of his monks came to him and asked him some very deep questions.

Monk: Lord, when I was deep in meditation a number of questions arose in my mind. Is the world eternal or not eternal? Are the soul and the body the same or are they separate? What happens to an enlightened person after they have died? Does the enlightened person exist after death or not? I would like to know the answers to these things but you have not spoken about them in any of your teachings.

Narrator: The Buddha sat quietly. He refused to answer questions like these because he felt that the answers did not have any practical purpose in leading a person towards enlightenment. Instead of answering the Monk’s questions the Buddha told him a story.

Buddha: Listen to me, monk. A person who demands answers to these kinds of questions is like a man who has been wounded with an arrow smeared in deadly poison. A doctor is brought to help the man but the man declares

“I will not have this arrow taken out until I have found the name of the man who wounded me”

“Nor will I have it taken out until I know whether he was tall or short”

“I also want to know which village or town he was from before the arrow is removed”

“Nor will I have it taken out until I know what kind of bow was used and whether the flight was made from a peacock feather or a vulture feather”

This man would certainly die before he had all of the answers to his questions. Now tell me, Monk, instead of demanding answers to all of his questions, what should he have done instead?

Monk: He should have let the doctor help him, Lord

Buddha: And so should you, Monk, so should you.
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