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Lesson Plan 2 of 4  - Shoot the poison arrow

Aim of the lesson

· To reflect upon scientific findings about the universe

· To interpret a Buddhist story about the spiritual purpose of knowledge

· To understand and reflect upon developments in science and technology that Buddhists might agree or disagree with

Differentiation / Extension

Differentiate by: 

· Targetting questions

· Selecting student pairings / groups

· Providing suggestions on the board / OHP of areas in science that students can consider (e.g. space travel; computer technology; GM foods; genetic engineering; nuclear power etc)

Extend able students by:

· Encouraging them to identify developments in science and technology that can be seen as both good and bad from a Buddhist perspective

· Encouraging them to use Buddhist teachings to explain why some developments can be seen as both good and bad

Assessment

Informal: Monitor student understanding informally through targeting questions during whole class activities and during individual work.

Formal: Skills of interpretation, reflection and application can be assessed formally through written responses to ‘The man with the poisoned arrow’ and activity on ‘Good science, bad science.’

Peer: Students can peer-assess each other’s work when they compare their interpretations of the Buddhist story and their results on Buddhism and scientific development. 

Duration = 1 hour 

Timings 
Starter = 10 mins, Main activities = 40 mins, Plenary = 10 mins

Previous Knowledge needed by teacher: It would be helpful if teachers have read the introductory notes for this unit, and have a basic knowledge of Buddhism and its main beliefs. 

Previous Knowledge needed by students: Prior k/u of the life of the Buddha and the Four Noble Truths would be beneficial

Resources: 
Student Worksheet 1 “Do we need to know that?”

Student Information Sheet “The man with the poisoned arrow”
Introduction / Starter activity

Outline the learning objectives of the lesson. It will be useful to begin by discussing questions like:

· Why is science important?

· What is the main role of a scientist?

· What is the point / purpose of scientific knowledge?

This can be done either as pair / group work or as a teacher-led brainstorming activity.

Explain that many - but not all - scientists see the pursuit of knowledge as an end in itself; it does not need to fulfil a purpose beyond this. This contrasts with the Buddhist view of knowledge.

Main Activities

The purpose of knowledge

Distribute Student Worksheet 1 Do we need to know that? and Student information sheet - the script The man with the poisoned arrow.

· Read through Do we need to know that? and select four students to read the script The man with the poisoned arrow.

· Allow time for students in pairs to discuss the meaning of the story and provide written responses.

· Encourage individual students to read out and compare their interpretations of the story.

· Explain that the story emphasises how, from a Buddhist viewpoint, knowledge is useless unless it brings benefit to your life.

Good and bad science

Distribute Student worksheet 2 Good Science, Bad Science.

· Allow time for students to read / read as a whole class activity. Discussion points include:

· Would the Buddha be pleased with how medical science has developed? (e.g. drugs to deal with disease/relieve pain; radio-therapy; organ transplants; life-support machines; abortion technology; stem-cell research etc)

· Medical science can save or prolong a person’s life, but why is this a good thing if life is unsatisfactory?

Allow time for students to complete activity on developments in science that the Buddha would regard as `good` or `bad` science. This can be an individual, pair or group activity. 

Encourage students to apply their understanding of Buddhist teachings when creating their table:

· the Four Noble Truths

· the Eightfold Path (esp. Right Livelihood)

· the 5 Precepts

Plenary

Share ideas from individuals / pairings / groups on examples of good and bad science. Encourage students to explain their reasons. Review learning objectives of lesson.
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