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1b: 
How does religion make sense


of the world?

Lesson 2: Who wants religion?

Aim of the lesson

· Students to be able to reflect on and answer the question, ‘Why is religion still with us: why hasn’t it died out in the 21st century?’

· Students to give examples from religion of what people gain from their religion/faith
· Students to show an example of thinking about their own beliefs, and of learning something from common human experiences
· Students to express and support an opinion, while revealing an awareness of different viewpoints
· Students to consider whether science and religion are in conflict with each other
Assessment

How far the second of the above aims has been achieved could be assessed through pupils’ group work activity and the presentations they make.

How far they are able to express and support an opinion, while revealing an awareness of different viewpoints, can be assessed through the pupils’ initial discussion of the essay question, as well as through the resulting written work.

Notes to teacher

Duration
1 hour

Timings


· Starter = 10 minutes



· Main activity = 40 minutes



· Plenary = 10 minutes

Age Group
14-16 year olds

Resource 

See list for Lesson 1

Introduction / Starter activity

· Group work feedback – allow students to get back into the groups they were in last lesson, and to add to their collective bullet points any additional answers to the question suggested by their homework research. Ask the groups to be ready to present their points to the class. 

Main Activities

· Group presentations given – it would be helpful to keep a note of the main points made during the presentations for display later in the lesson.  Teacher to give an overview and round up and to highlight any particularly thoughtful and interesting points offered.

· Teacher then to lead the students into a discussion about whether religion and science are in conflict with each other, rivals for the same ground, or whether they offer different things to people.  Teachers could at this point use materials found in the supporting units (there is one on each of the world’s six main religions) to consider in more detail what sort of relationship science and religion have with each other.

· Give out Lesson 2: Student Worksheet 2. This is the title sheet of an essay which pupils are to complete for homework. Now, they can make a note of aspects of the discussion which they would like to incorporate in their work. 
Plenary

· Ask students to brainstorm arguments and points which could be made while answering the essay question, and discuss together the qualities of a good answer. 
Differentiation / Extension

· If pupils are put into groups according to ability, there is potential for the teacher to differentiate the level at which each group works.  

· The essay question also allows for the teacher to allocate different word limits across the class and thus to extend those whom they wish to see write more fully.
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