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1b: 
How does religion make sense


of the world?

Lesson 1: Who wants religion?

Aim of the lesson

· Students to be able to reflect on and answer the question ‘Why is religion still with us: why hasn’t it died out in the 21st century?’

· Students to give examples from religion of what people gain from their religion/faith
· Students to show an example of thinking about their own beliefs, and of learning something from common human experiences
· Students to express and support an opinion, while revealing an awareness of different viewpoints.
Assessment

How far the second of the above aims has been achieved could be assessed through pupils’ group work activity and the presentations they will make in the following lesson.

How far they are able to express and support an opinion, while revealing an awareness of different viewpoints, can be assessed during the students’ initial discussion following the power point presentation, as well as during the plenary.
Notes to teacher

Duration
1 hour

Timings

· Starter = 15 mins

· Main activity = 40 mins

· Plenary = 5 mins

Age group
14-16 year olds

Previous Knowledge needed by students

Students should have a basic understanding of what it means to be religious.
Introduction / Starter activity

· Use power point presentation on ‘A World of Religions’.  Ask students to write down any thoughts, observations or questions they have as they watch the slide show.

· Discuss with the students their questions, seeing who else thought of a similar point and drawing out those ideas that link into the overarching question of the lesson - why do people believe?

· Ask the class for their initial response to the question (it may be good to keep a record of these questions on the board for later in the lesson). Can they sort their own responses into stronger and weaker points? 

Main Activities

· Place students into groups and then hand out Lesson 1: Student Worksheet 1, which asks them to think about why religion has not died out with all the technological advances humankind has made over the years.  It is meant to be a thought provoking activity, for which the teacher will need to provide the students with either a selection of relevant textbooks or library access. 
· Hand out Homework activity sheet
Plenary

· In the light of their research, ask students to add to their initial response to the question about why people believe.  Do they want to delete any points?

Differentiation / Extension

· If pupils are put into groups according to ability, there is potential for the teacher to differentiate the level at which each group works.  
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