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Should Animals have rights?

Can you cope?

NB Teachers should know their class before doing this activity. Some people may be quite sensitive to it!

I want you to close you eyes and imagine something. If you don’t like it at any point open them up or leave the room!

Imagine you are walking into a dark building. You are barefoot. It is poorly lit and has a strange smoky, musty smell. As you walk across the floors and your eyes adjust to the light, you catch sight of something out of the corner of your eye. It is small and furry with a long worm-like tail. It scuttles away fast. Just as soon as it has gone you see another, and another. One scampers across your bare foot. Another leaps from a ledge and skims past your ear. You feel its warmth as it passes. You now realise that you are in a room full of thousands of rats. They are everywhere you look. You see a plate of food. You reach out your hand and snatch some up. You bring it to your mouth and eat it. It is wet and slightly slimy. You realise that the plate you are eating from is covered in rats. What you are eating is covered in rat saliva…..

Open your eyes and describe what your feelings about all this have been.

Karni Mata Temple in India is full of rats – around 20, 000 of them in fact. These are believed to be rats in whose bodies live the reincarnated spirits of family members belonging to the goddess Karni Mata. They are protected by the priests who also live there. People come from far away to visit this temple and see the rats. It is considered very lucky to see a white rat. There are only about five of them in the entire temple. These white rats are believed to be the incarnations of Karni Mata herself.  If you eat food that has been nibbled by a rat or drink water from a bowl which a rat has used then you get a special blessing. If you accidentally kill a rat here – by standing on it maybe, you must buy a gold or silver rat and place it in the temple to make up for it.

It is said that no visitor to the temple has ever been bitten by a rat. No-one has ever suffered from any of the illnesses which can be carried by rats after visiting the temple.
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1. How did you feel when you imagined yourself in the rat-infested building?

2. What are your views on the worship of the rats in the Karni Mata Temple?

3. How is the treatment of the rats in the temple different from how we treat rats in Britain today?

4. If you believed an animal held the soul of someone who had died would you treat the animal any differently?

5. Do you think this Hindu temple shows that Hindus respect animal life? What evidence is there in what you have studied?
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