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Lesson 5 of 6: Student Work Sheet 1

Should Animals have rights?

The Chat room
What follows is a chat room discussion between three scientists. These scientists are also Christians. Each of them has thought carefully about what their Christian faith teaches about the use of animals by science. They have each come up with quite different conclusions.

Josh: 
We must use animals to help humans. God gave us dominion over animals. He said we were in charge – so we can do what we want.

Jen: 
What an old-fashioned view! Yes God gave us dominion, but that’s a responsibility – not a license to do anything. Maybe that means we can torture animals then eat them raw for tea!

Josh: 
No Jen, that’s not what I’m saying at all. It’s just that God made the world for us… humans. He put animals here for our use. Whether we eat them or experiment on them makes no difference.

Jack: 
Hang on guys. I think we’re getting off the point here. Dominion can mean different things to different people. Doesn’t it mean both the things you two say? Can’t we use animals, but use them wisely? I don’t think God said “do anything you want with them”.

Jen: 
Exactly.

Josh: 
No, he didn’t, but the Bible is quite clear in giving humans power over animals. How we use that power is up to us.

Jen: 
But the Bible writers didn’t know about the things we’d be able to do with animals today. 

Josh: 
But God did, and it’s his Bible.

Jen: 
OK, that’s fine, but God gave the Bible to people at a particular time. There wouldn’t have been much point in putting in things about xenotransplantation would there?

Jack: 
I think you’re right there Jen. We have to understand the Bible in modern times even though it was written for people long ago.

Josh: 
But then we start just picking and choosing what to believe out of it. That’s very dangerous.

Jen: 
Yes, but very sensible. God gave us a brain and he expects us to use it!

Josh: 
I agree. That’s why I’m involved in animal experiments. If God hadn’t wanted us to use animals to develop science then he wouldn’t have given us that ability would he?

Jack: 
Hold on Josh. That’s a bit like saying that God wants us to murder each other because he gave us the ability to make guns.

Jen: 
Quite. Just because we can do something doesn’t mean that we have to.

Josh: 
Look, we eat animals, we exterminate them when they are pests. And we do this by the millions each year. The number of animals we use in science is pretty small in comparison. It’s a fair price to pay to maybe help us find the cure for cancer. Just like in war when we accept that killing is necessary even though it’s not something we’d normally support.

Jen: 
Yes, but in war, people have the choice to fight or not. Animals don’t get asked whether they want to be sacrificed for human good or not.

Josh: 
That’s because we have dominion over them, given to us by God.

Jack: 
Look Josh, I agree with you that we have been given dominion over animals, but that means we should be good stewards. The animals belong to God, just like us. We have the job of looking after everything for God because it’s his. We should do that sensibly and wisely.

Josh: 
Exactly. I think it’s perfectly sensible to use rats and mice to help us find the cure for cancer. That’s what I think God would want us to do.

Jen: 
Josh, you keep going on about the power God has given us. Don’t you think we should use that power to find other ways of doing our research without using animals in this cruel way?

Josh: 
I think that happens. Plenty of scientists are doing just that. But I think animals will probably always be our best bet.

Jack: 
Come on Josh. There must be a better way.

Josh: 
When it’s found, I’ll use it, but until then I’ll use the animals.

Jen: 
Wouldn’t you be better looking for an alternative?

Josh: 
But all the time I’d spend doing that would be putting my possibly life-saving research back by years.

Josh: 
Nobody so far has said anything about the genetic engineering of animals. I think that’s probably something we should be very cautious about. We don’t want to be playing God.

Jen: 
It’s just abnormal. God never meant us to take on his creative work. The Bible tells us not to mix milk and meat – what do you think it should say about mixing human and animal tissue. I think this is where science has gone way too far, but I suppose you think it’s all fine Josh?

Josh: 
Yes. Humans have always bred animals for our own needs. Breeding a pig which has a human heart is no different. Think of how much human suffering this could end. Again, I think humans should use their brain-power to solve our own problems. That’s what I think God wants us to do.

Jack: 
But again Josh, should anything be allowed? Should we create half-humans, half-chimpanzees to then be harvested for all their organs? What right do we have to give something life just so we can take it away again? Have we the right to interfere in nature in this way?

Josh: 
Every time we take a headache pill we interfere in nature. We could create animal hybrids, but we could create them so they weren’t alive in the true sense. Then we wouldn’t be killing anything.

Jen: 
This is going too far. This is a complete misuse of human science! There must be a better way, a more humane way. This is not us looking after creation. It’s us shaping it in our own image. I think you could call that idolatry – making ourselves God!

Jack: 
No, Jen I think you’re stretching it a bit. We are scientists with a certain power. We know that as soon as something can be done it will be done. We all know that there will be a human clone one day for example. So maybe it’s our responsibility to make sure that it’s all carefully controlled by people who have strong beliefs about what’s right and wrong. I’m not sure what I think about using genetically modified animals to treat human illness and disease, but I know someone will do it eventually. I’d rather it was a Christian who worked it out.

Jack: 
You have a point, but what about the possible dangers of mixing human and animal materials?

Josh: 
That’s a scientific issue, not a religious one.

Jen: 
I don’t think you can separate religious and scientific issues. It’s part of the argument. That’s exactly why the Bible warns us against this kind of stuff. It’s far too risky.

Josh: 
Science is all about risk and adventure. We have to use our God-given curiosity – otherwise we might as well live in caves.

Jack: 
So you think Josh that anything goes in the use of animals.

Josh: 
Yes, as long as it’s for human benefit I have no problem with it.

Jack: 
What do you think Jen?

Jen: 
No, I think Josh has actually just sent his brain out to lunch. There are some things which go beyond the line as far as what humans can do. I think using animals in experiments and messing about with their genes is crossing that line. It’s turning us into little Gods. The outcomes of what we do are very unpredictable. I think we’ll end us with more problems than we started with.

Josh: 
Everyone’s entitled to their opinion Jen.

Jen: 
Including the animals Josh……?
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